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TRIAL OF TRVETH 
A TREATISE WHEREIN 


is declared yvho {hould be ludge betvvene the 
Retormed Churches, and the Romiſh: 


IN WHICH IS SHEWED, THAT NET 
ther Pope, nor Councels vor Fathers, nor Traditions, nor Succeſsion, 
nor conſent , nor antiquitie of Cuſtome : But the onely written 
worde of Cod, ought to determine the controuerſies of 
religid:wherin alſo is declared which is the true 

Relizien,and Catholick Church, 


WRITTEN FOR THE PLEASVRE OF THE 
popes, Cardinalles, Prelates, Abbors, Monkes : and ſpeciallie 
the leſuites, which of late were driuen out of Tran- 
ſyluania, by the States there. 


* 


Imprinted at London for Robert Dexter, & are to be ſold in Pauls 
Churchyard, at che ſigns of the Braſen Serpent, 1 5 97+ 
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A\'TREATISE CONGER 
NING THE APPOINTING OF A 
IVDGE OF THE CONTROVERSIES 
both of the Popiſh, and Refor- 
med Religion. 


but alio dangerous a matter it is, in 
E theſe daies, to meddle with the con⸗ 
% S243 [@) tronerſies of religion (Gentle Rea⸗ 
7 VS der) both the crueltie of many migh- 
Ne tie ones and allo the bꝛoiles x ſirres 
8 82 betwene man and man, doe t ta 
| much declare. Foz ſuch is the blinde⸗ 
nes of men, and lo great is their raſhnes, to runne and ruſh 
on to their own deſtruais, that as there was neuer any na⸗ 
tion ſo rude, but would haue taken it in euill part to be in- 
ftruced in religion: So at this day a man ſhall finde many 
which haue ſo hardened themſelues in that religion where- 
in they were bozne, which their fozefathers haue obſerucd, 
which they ſce to make fo2 their dignities and aduaunce- 
ment, and which they perceine to be maintepned by the 
greater part of men:that they wil not endure once to heare 
the iudgement and doctrine ofthe contrarte ſide,but contra- 
rie to all lam, both of God and man, doc condemne,ſyunne, 
and abhozre it, being neither heard, noz vnderſtode by 
them . 
Pozcouer, certaine Tpicures = grateles men 9 
no 


$3 © w not onlie odious and diſdainful, The entrance, 
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not alittle frouble the godlie, which growe to ſuch outrage, 
that they thinke they deſerue great commendatton , if they 
can conceale and hide their owne iudgement, in the matter 
of ſaluation, and ſcoffe and frumpe at all religion of other 
men, 

Perennto is added the pꝛeſumption of the Popes, 
Cardinals, Biſhops, and other Pꝛelates, who although 
they ſe that many cozruptions , both of docrine,and alſo of 
ceremonies and diſcipline, are crept in, pet they accounte it 
an hainous offence,ifany man, not content with their ge- 
ncrall and confuſed faith , dares to examine the doctrine of 
men by the rule of the Pzophets and Apoſtles waitinges, 
and by ſearching the Scriptures, to ſerke out the way of ſal- 
nation in them. 

Which things although they thus ſtande, pet ought all 
the godlie to be ſtrengthened in minde , and encouraged a- 
gainſt ſo many offences , to peelde a reaſon ot their beleefe, 
to the ende that both the wicked maie be made vnercuſable 
befoze Gods iudgement ſeate, and that thoſe, which not lo 
much vpon froward malice, as by reaſon of thetr firſt tray- 
ning vp, oz following of their fozfathers,02 finally thzough 
lone of pzeferments, haue condemned ſincere doctrine, that 
ſuch(J ſay) may not flicke to let themſelues be ouertome 
with the mightie woꝛde of God, Foz Ezechias, (a moſt re- 
ligious pzince)is commended, becauſe neither by the exam- 
ple of his father Achas, pꝛofeſſing a contrarie religion,ney- 
ther by that bzinging vp which he had from his cradle, noz 
by the highnes of his Ropall ate, no2 finallie , by the pꝛe- 
ſident of other kings, and multitudeof men following an 
other contrarie religion, hee could be withdꝛawen and dif/ 
couraged from learning himſelfe the ſincere religion, out 
of the wel-ſp:ings of Iſrael: that is to ſay,ont of the wozp 
of God,conteinedin the wzitings of the Pꝛophets: oz from 
enioyning his Subiecs to obſerue and pzaciſe the ſame, 
when he had learned it himſelfe, and cauſedit to be purged 

from 
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from all coꝛruptions. Foꝛ he had learned the commaunde- 
ment of the Loꝛd, wherein he geueth in charge, that all ths 
faithfull be bound not to walke in the commandementes of 


their fathers,no2 to doe their iudgements, but to walke in 


the pzecepts of the Loꝛd onlp, and to kepe and do his iudge ; 
ments. Neither ought the credite either of traditions , 02 of 
Councels, o: Fathers,oz mpzacles,o2 ſucceſſion, no noz of 
an Angell from heauen, to withdzawe any man from this 
ſearching, and peruſing of the wozd of God: foz it was no 
lee wiſelie then rightly ſaid, More credite is to be geuen 
to one skilful in the Scriptures, and alleadging the catho- 
lique authoritie of the Canonicall Scripture, then either 
to the expoſition of the Pope, or to a generall Councel. 
By all this therefoze it is manifeſt, how, not onelie harde, 
but alſo dangerous a thing it is, to deal in the matter of 
religion. ; 

Which charge if J had taken vpon me, being not foꝛced 
with any neceſſitie to ſpeake, but moned thereunto eyther 
with vaine-gloꝛie, oz foliſh raſhnes: doubt leſſe J could not 
auoide iuſt rep;ofe. But now ſith J haue ſtepped fo2th to 
ſpeake,not voluntarilie, but by conſtraint , addzeſſedthcre- 
unto not with ambition, but with love of the trueth, not 
vnaduiſedly, but vpon god deliberation , not with Naun- 
ders, and cauilles, but with authozit{Tof the wozd of Cod: 
Truely J nothing feare , that this q honeſt meaning to 
mainteine the trueth, ſhould be imputed to me as a faulte, 
Onely this J requeſt you (gentle Readers) whoſocuer are 
deſirous of eternall life, that you bꝛing not hether any pꝛe⸗ 
tudice,o2 ſoꝛeſtalled opinion, that you condemne not a cauſe 
bnheard,contrarte to all lawe,both of God and man, and 
that you leane not to any authozitic oz excellentie of men: 
but compare matter with matter, reaſon with reaſon, ar⸗ 
gument with argument, by the rule of the worde of God: 
neither dog pou conſider the perſon that ſpeaketh , but the 
matter that is ſpoken , with a godly deſire to learne out 

ID 2 the 


Panormitane, 
and Gerſon. 


j 


both ſides keepe great ſtirre foz the aſſigning of a Judge. 
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the truth. And then J will not ſticke to abide the curkeous 
cenſuresof the god, that if it be pꝛwued, that theſe thinges 
are agreeable to the trueth of God, pee may xeeld vnto the 
Loꝛd: i not, pe map refuſe them, as things contrarie to the 
heauenlie ozacles 02 teſtimonies of the woꝛd. But that J 
map not ſme to roue from the matter: wil pꝛeſcribe cer- 
taine bounds, which neither J. in ſpeaking, no2 vou in rea- 
ding, map ouer - paſſe. But befoze this be done, J will firſt 
ſet do lone the whole ſafe of the matter. Hearken ye kings 
and Princes, and all ye inhabitants of the world. There is 
a great controuerſie in hand: Fo2 almightie God, the moſt 
gracious father of all the faithfull, hath pzomiſed to all men 
that belcenc, as to his childꝛen, beloued in his onely begot- 
ten ſonne, he hath pꝛomiſed to them J ſay,the kingdome of 
heauen , This p2omiſe of a heauenlie inheritance hath hee 
enrolledin the publique reco2ds of the olde and new teſtas 
ment, and committed it to his heires,being ſealed with the 
ſeale of the Sacraments. 

No w he bath annered to theſe letters of his will, certain 
conditions , as a father: to the perfozmance whereof, his 
heires ſhould be bound. Now the child2en falling at vari⸗ 
ance, are deuided (to omit the reſt ) into two ſides, extreme - 
lie diſagreeing among themſelues. The one acknowledgeth 
the Pope fo; their head, and as it were, the Erecutoz of the 
will maker, God: the other acknowledgeth it not. They 
ſcriue foz the poſſeſſion of the kingdome of heauen, and foz 
the right of the true church, which each fide chalengeth as 
their due. The Plaintife in this caſe is the V iſt oppe of 


Rome, with all thoſe which take parte with the Sce of 


Rome. The Defendantes are thoſe which receiue not the 
Biſhop of Rome, but pzofefſe themſelues Goſpellers , and 
men of the refozmcdreligion. 

Both of them bzing their allegations, their wꝛitings, 
ſealed with the kings ſeale, and alſo their witneſſes : but 


Foz 
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Foꝛ both deſire that he ſhould be appointed Judge, whom 
they hope would be moze fauourable to their cauſe . The 
Komiſh Se would ſtande to the iudgement of the Popes, 
traditions, councels, fathers, and miracles, and ſaith that 


et neuertheleſle, ſhee doeth not ſhutte out the worde of For the 26G1gn- 


od. 

The Soſpellers on the other ſide refuſe theſe Judges: 
fo2 they alledge that the Pope cannot haue the place both 
of a partie, and a Judge to , eſpectallie (ith hee is charged 
with ſa many crimes. Traditions they reiec as ſuſpected 
Judges and not of ſufficient credite. And as foz Councels, 
Fathers, Pyꝛacles, and ſucceſſion of perſons, they ſay that 
they admitte them not as Judges, but as \wo2ne witneſſes: 
wherein notwithſtanding, they pꝛoteſt, that they wil ſo far 
fo:th only receiue the authozitic of theſe witneſſes, as their 
euidence ſhall agree with the publique deede. 

The Ser of Rome accuſeth the Coſpellers, (foz let met 
with god leaue of both ſides,vſe theſe termes that are now 
made common ) that they haue reuoltedfr6 the true church, 
inuented a new doctrine, and ne we ceremonies, and haue 
but a fe we yeares ſince, picked this quarrell with her, and 
that therefoze the kingdome,and claime of heauen doeth be- 
long, not to them, but to her, by the lawe of Ood. 

The Goſpellers replie that thep haue departed, not 
from the true Church, but from the Sinagogue of the ma- 
lignant, and that they haue not copned a newe docrine, oz 
ne we ceremonies, but that they holde that Religion, by the 
which the faithfull,euer ſince the beginning of the wozlde, 
haue beene ſaued. | 

That they Were in derde of later yeares oppꝛeſſed by 
their tyzannie,as Abell was by Cain, Iſaak by Iſmaell, and 
Iacob by Eſau : ſo that they were compelled to hide them- 
ſelues, but that now they haue (like the Bone ) recouered 
their light, and that they will by lawe recouer their birth- 
right 

ID 3 In 
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In this Court of ſunnes going to lawe one with ano- 
ther, there is great concourſe and thꝛong of people, a great 
dur lie burlie and ſtirre ariſeth,they growe from woꝛdes to 
blowes,to murthers,to burnings,to warres, to bloudſhed, 
and in a wozd, to all kinde of tozments . Sometimes this 
ſide ſemeth to haue the better hand, ſometimes that, and 
the moze that the Goſpellers are ſuppꝛeſſed, toꝛmented and 
burned,the moꝛe doe they boaſt that they growe, encreaſe, 
pꝛeuaile and triumph. In the meane ſeaſon they pꝛoteſt, 
that the matter ought to be tried, not by violence, but by 
courſe of lawe. T hep appeale to God himſelfe, beſides wh6 
(they ſay) that they admitte none foz chiefe and iudge. That 
the Will maker himſelfe map determine this controuerſis 
by bis holy wozd . And that this may be the better done, 
they appeale to a Generall Councell, wherein it may bs 
lawfull frelie to reade and ſcanne the derde of the will, and 
therehence to finde out the minde of the Will maker. The 
See of Rome on the other (ide, pleadeth that ſhe hath not a 
e we times aſſembled Generall Councels, wherin the w2t- 
tings haue bens examined, and found to haue geuen iudge- 
ment on her ſide,foz the title of the true Church. The Ool⸗ 
pellers denie that thoſe Co:mcels were generall, and free, 
becauſe the Papiſts would not permitte them freely to geue 
an account of their faith,neithcr would heare their defence, 
but contrarie to all law, either of God 02 man, were them⸗ 
ſelues both parties and Judges, and cond-*:i.ev their bze- 
thꝛens cauſe befoze they heard it, o: vnderſtod it: and ther- 
foze they pꝛoteſt that they haue not bene caſt in their ſuite, 
but will ſo long be heires ofthe poſſeſſion bequeathed vnto 
them, while they perfourme the couenants conteined in the 
publicke derde of the will, accoꝛding to the appointment of 
the will-maker. And in the meane ſpace they ſay, that they 
are reedie to waite fo2 the righteous Judge, euen the Loꝛde 
Chꝛiſt, who ſhall come to iudge both the quicke ⁊ the dead: 
and to ende thele long contentions in ſuch ſozt, that he will 
ren⸗ 
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render fo thoſe Þ» ſhal ouercome, the reward of eternall life, 
but to thoſe p Halbe overcome, everlaſting condemnation. 
Thus far onely haue both ſides pzoceded in iudgement. 
Now then the que ſtion is, to which party the inheritance of on. 
cucrlaſting life, and the name of the true church is to be ad- 
iudged. Durely,the iudgement beerof peremptozily belon- 
geth onely vnto Chꝛiſt, which he wil do in that laſt iudge⸗ 
ment x court, wherunto a thouſand, fine hundꝛed, ſaure ſcoꝛt 
and eleuen pæres lince, be hath ſummoned all the wozlde, 
and which doubtleſſe ſhalbe held befoze it be long. But take 
bede D pe Kings 4Pzinces, and inhabitants of the whole 
earth, that in the mean time pe take parte with the better 
cauſe, leaſt if pou be careles to decide this controuerſie, 
Chzift hereafter do mightilye iudge you in the laſt iudge⸗ 
ment. And that this may be don.by due fozm of law, goe to 
I p2ay you, ſhew your ſelues indifferent Judges, and con- 
demne not a cauſe being not heard, but if you haue beard 
the cauſe of the Sce of Rome with the right eare, (as was 
meet) do you likewiſe heare the doctrine of the Goſpellers 


The matter ly. 
ing in queſli- 


with the leſt, leaſt pe be found farre vnlike p great Alexan- Alexonder. 


der, who heard þ ſpeech of the accuſer with the right care, 
but kept the left care ſtopped fo2 the defence of the accuſed. 
Firſt therefoze J will rehearce the iudgement of both 


parties, out ot the w2itings of them both, wozde fo2 wozde; Theferri 


downe an 


uiſion of chu 


neither (truſt ine will J adde oz diminiſh any thing, which 


di- 


is not tobe found in the ſaine fozme of wo2ds,in the bokes Treatile. 


of both ſides. Next J will ſhewe the reaſons wherefoze 
the Golſpellers do refuſe to admitte foz Judges, the popes 
themſelues, the Councels,fathers,traditions, t other ſuch 
like witneſſes, but would haue all the controuerſies of the 
Church tobe diſcuſſed by the witten woozd of God. And 
then, if pou ſhall.vnderſtandtheſe thinges with conſcience, 
and without partialitie, J will not be againſt it, but that 


you map imbꝛace and follow that which is better of theſe 


two. As foz the firlt point then of our diſcourſe, the contra- 
* 


uerſies. 


The triall of traech. 
The pos t neries of each ſide, concerning the chefe articles of faith, 
of the Goſpel- doe ſtand thus. | , 
— v. OftheScripture. 2 
concerning The reformed Church p2ofeeth that there is nut hing 
— ., necefſarie to ſaluation, which is not contained inthe cano- 
725 >. nicall criptures. 

Ting. Aug. 

— 4 But the Church of Rome ſaith, that the ſcripture is mai- 
in 14", gel, med. vneertaine;like to a noſe of wax, to a leaden rule: that 
— without the authozitie of the Church it hath no mozs 
Ec.Hier l. cap, Alrength then Eſops fables, that it is the cauſe of hereſles 
14.Cenſcel. applyable to time, and that therefoze the common people 
i. are to be reſtrained from it. | 

2. Of Traditions, 

cl E. The reformed Church beleueth,that neither a councel, 
cat bend. no; any of the Fathers, no, no2 a company of Angels, muſk 
. be credited. ii they teach any thing contrary tothe witten 
— doctrine of Chzilt. 


rad. eonſſec4, The Church of Rome pyofeſſeth, that Traditions not 
e witten, are to bereceiued with the ſame reaerence that 
conſe, the holy ſcriptures be, as the ground of faith, without the 


thol, which the authozitie of the ſcriptures would vaniſhe into 
Eccpag4;33. ſmoake, and were not woozth a ſtraw. 


7. Of the Lawe. 
The reformed Church affirmeth, that men cannot per- 
r. Teber. fozme the law of God, but by the imputation of the righte- 
Jbl ouſnes of Chzilt,andthat ail things are ſinnes, which are 


in Johan, committed againft the ſaid Law. 


Lindbb3.e.15, But the Church of Rome teacheth, that the law may bs 
Ag. Rau. (0 fulfilled, that men may alſo doe ſuperfluous and vndue 
Tran.  Wozks,and that all which is againſt this law, is not ſinne, 
as concupiſcence. of 
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4 Of Sinne. — 


The reformed Church beleeueth, that both the wont of e 
oziginall righteouſnes,and concupiſcence,and whatſocuer + bom.41.ix . 
is contrarie to the lawe of God, is anne, and maketh men 
guiltte of the wzathof God. 


The church of Rome ſaith, that concupiſcence and oꝛigi- C pe 46. 
nall nne, is not pꝛoperty finne, neither deſerueth the ha- — — 2 


tred of Gad, 03 ang (marting puniſhment and penance. e. 


5 Offree will, 
1. F. 1. Row. I, 


The reformed church beleeneth, that men haue no fre 1% Pz. 
will left them in thoſe things which belong to obteine ſal- f d. piu 
— mM bis holy ſpirite doe againe ſtirre,and . 0. 


The church of Rome faith,that a man may by the pure yy 
powers ofnature,loue God aboue all, and that alſo being; au 37. 
in moꝛtall unne, hee may by p;opoztion de ſerue to haue U 
grace powzed into him. 


6 Of Iuſtification. 


The reformed Church beletueth, that the elec are iuſti- 7 74 7-7%3 
fled by faith onely in Chꝛiſt, without the wozks of the law, „n — 
pet ſo, that that faith be not naked and dead, but _—_ and /aproen,/ar.5:, 


effectuall by the wozkes of charitie, 


The church of Rome denieth that men are iuſtiſled by ©** — 22 
grace alone, and by the imputation of Chziſtes righteouſs 5 5.* i 
nes, but that there is requiredthereunto, as aneceſſarie ,. cen 


meanes to obteine ſaluation, the keeping of the law, pag.156, 


7 Of the Mediator Ieſus Chriſt, 
The reformed church beleueth that there is one media - . 7.75"+ 
C 


1. J. 2. U. 20. 


tour 
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1½ 63. l. Thun. tout bet weene Cod and man, euen Jeſus Chꝛiſt, God and 
2 man, who by his death blotteth out the ſins of the faithful, 
2 4 F i by bis reſurrection purchaſcth foz them cuerlaſting life, 
Jac 


Hort ani.cap, „he Church of Rome affirmeth. that Chꝛiſt died onlie 
6.J 7444-239: foz oziginall finne, and that Chaiſt alone is not the medias 


ny > toz,but other he-ſaints,and ſhe-ſaints alſo. 


8 Of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 


The reformed Church beleeueth, that the faithfull ars 
eb 10. i. l 2. reconciledto GD D the Father, by the onely Sacrifice of 
Heb.g.lſa.53.& Chꝛiſt. 
63.43:10.3 447. 

Can. Trid.ſeſ. . e The Church of Rome ſaith, that the death of Chzilt, is 

2.ca1.,79m.04.11, not the alone p20pitiatozte ©@acrifice, but the maſſe alſo is 

one, which blottethout the ſinnes,and taketh away the pu⸗ 

17375” niſhments both ofquick and dead, and is pꝛolitable to pꝛo- 
ture all ſpirituall and tempozall bleſſings. 


9 Of penance, and repentance, 


* — — The reformed Church beleueth, that ſuch repentante is 
ſay 53-Pſa.5, Accepted of God, wherein there is the moztifping of the old 
man, and the quickning of the newe man, pzoceding from 


a liuelie faith, 


tom. An ne church of Rome teacheth, that fo2 the obteining of 

rar.r9.14.442, (aluation , there is ſuch a repentance oꝛ penance requiſite, 

comp.ch4e/6.c:p, Wherein there is a ſufficient contrition of heart, confeſſion 

eig, of mouth, and ſatiſfaction of wozke, by the which, laluation 
Aux. H. 19. c. 28. may be gotten, 


to Of the Church, : 
1h.10.Epheſ:. The Goſpellers ſay, that there is the true church. where 


_ 1.C-1,3.114-.28 the woꝛd is purely taug ht. the ſacraments rightly adminis 


ſtred, and obedience yeelded to the out ward Diſcipline. 
The 
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The Romaniſts teach, that the certaine markes of the 9, 4 car.4e ce; 
Church, are: Firff,agreement in publike decrine,and out- 191 f 
ward ſeruite: ſecondlie, the perſonal ſucceſſion of Biſhops: — 
Thirdly, the acknowledging of the Pope. W 


11 Of Councels. 


The reformed Church denieth, that ſher is bound bnfo 71.6114 
Counſels,but vnto the witten woꝛd of God, from which, n cn. 
ifCounſels and Fathers doe ſwarue they may be deceiued. Pn 
But the Church of Rome tieth her ſelfe to general coun- 7 — 
(s1s,as to thoſe which can neuer erre. 


12, Of the Sacraments. 


The refc med Church acknowledgeth but two Satra- t Mens 
ments, oꝛdained by Chzilt;namely Baptiſm, and the Lozds . 1 
Supper. . 

doc t. chri. cap 9. 

But the Church of Rome feacheth, that there are ſeuen 71i4.con/-.7.c49 
Sacraments, which miniſter ſaluation by the bare perfo2- . 47-5 
mance of the outward action, without any god affection in #44757 
the receiuer, and alſo patcheth vnto them,Ceremonies vn- 
kno wen to the ſcriptures. 


13 Of Martirdome. 


The reformed church teacheth, that the afflicions of the 7757/4111 
Sodlie, are either corrections fo2 certaine ſins, oꝛ troubles * © 
or trial, o teſtimonies fo confirmation of the truth. 


But the Church of Home teacheth, that the martirvoms Lind..4.caÞ.77; 


ofthe Saints, are a ſacrifice foꝛ ſinne,and that they deſerue ee cop 
an caſing of eternali paines, and life cuerlaſting. 9.Th. Aqm.li.gs 


did. 5 rt. 3 fac. 


14 Of the Magiſtrates. aſ".cat d 


The reformed Church techeth, that the ciuil magiſtrate 
C2 ought 
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vil zi. cis dught to pꝛocure not onelie outward benefites, but alſo the 
ſaluation of his @ubleds by true religion, 


But the church of Rome teacheth,that Ciuill Magi⸗ 
gos in Cath. Sch. ffrates are to be withheld from the care of religion, as Laie 
idemina/ſcr. men, and that they are vnderlings to the Pope, and Pze- 
Carib.  » 

lates. 
15, Of Mariage, 
Heb.1z.r.Ce,9 The reformed Church teacheth, that marriage is ho- 
. Tun ach. nourable amongſt all men, the fozbidding whereof is a do· 
ſoſt. ham. l. in Tis arine of deuils. 
"mm, 
2 Can. dias. Wutthe church of Rome teacheth, that maried perſons 
Pig. cas. Rum. liue in the fleſh , and that mar iage is not lawfull foz Pint- 
r. ſters, but that it is moze to be bozne with, if that a Pꝛieſte 
(as they ſpeake)kepe whozes , then foz to enter into law- 
full mariage. 


16, Of mens conſtitutions, 


Gal Shades. Thercformed Church denieth, that confirmation, ex⸗ 
1.19.1.Epheſz treame vnction, and ſuch other conſtitutions of men, are a⸗ 
Ci. Mat. ug. greeable to the wozd of God. 

— The Church of Rome ſaith, that moꝛe grace is tonuei- 
p4.319.499.C0n, ed to the faithfull by tonfir mation. then by baptiſme, that 
Trigga can ęxtreame vndion doeth miniſter ſpirituall grace, 


17 4. Craft. ca. l. 
** 17. Of vowes. 


Jin l. Hieb. 10. The reformed religion affirmeth. that a man is iuſti⸗ 
fied by no other meanes but by faith in Chꝛiſt. 


got. a Cath. The Romiſh religion ſaith, that the vowes of chaſti⸗ 
And ha. ii Ra. tie, pouertie, and obedience, doe deſerue euerlaſting life. 
traulag· Aqui. 18. Ot holie dayes. 


Col. 2. GAA. 7. 


444 3- The reformed church teacheth, that ſhe is not bounde 
to 
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to holy daie s, and is ſatiſficd with thoſe daies that God bath £7. 
appoinked, 

The church of Rome teacheth, that the keeping of help na 
daies, (cuen without the caſe of offence ) may not be omit- £5.7517.4/ 3; 
ted without ſinne, and that many holie daies are to be cele fin 1 


mant. 1 48. 


bzated foz the pꝛaping vnto, and wozſh ipping of Daints. 


19. Of holie water. 


The Goſpellers beleue that their ſinnes are wiped as g 
way onely with the bloud of the Peſſias. 


Che Romaniſtes bele&ne that there is not only a diuine 
fozce in their holy water, but alſothat it wozketh health, , 
djtaeth out deuils, and pꝛeſerueth all things. 


20. Of praier, 
The reſormed Church belcueth, that God the father n 20 NA 


ts 14.Apo.t2 


with the ſonne,and the holy Oholt, is alone to be called vp⸗ 1.4, ,, 
on in ſpirite and trueth, 


The church of Rome ſaith , that all angels and Saints , ;, Euch 
are to be p2zated vnto and aſſigneth them ſeuerall offices, . 
that Saint Leonard ſhould deliuer captiues, Saint Valen- £on-Trid/e/-6. 
tine ſhould geue health, that Nome ſhould haue Peter and .f. f 
Paul, Yungarte Saint Marie, Compoſtella Saint Iames, 3 8 
fo; their patrones and p;ofecozs, 


21. Ofreliques and images. 


Cod commandeth that none ſhould be wozſhipped , and 9, a 
called vpon, but him ſelfe. 


The Popecommaundeth the wo;zſhipping of the re- cd 
liques and piaures of Saints 1.Tim.4.Col.4. 
22. Offaſting, Rem. 4. Matty 
The reformed church ſaith, that the foʒbidding of meats 
C 3 vſed 
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| bled vpon certaine daies, is a doctrine of Deuils. 


** The church of Rome teacheth, that faſting is a woꝛke 
$97.0/(c1,*4% that maketh ſatisfaction foz ſinnes , whereby the merite of 


C8 e un. ' 
Chzilt is applied vnto men. 
23. Ofpardons, 
1. 70.2, The refozmed church beleneth, that the bloud of Chill 


alone, is a pꝛopitiation fo: our finnes, 


r a The church of Rome teacheth, that men by the Popes 
au Pardons may obteine, not onely fozgeuenes of tempo; all 


g.clam.6, and eternall puniſhments,but allo ſaluation. 


24, Of the Popes ſupremacie. 


Epbeſ.4.Col.t. The reformed church acknowledgeth but one head, 
namely, Jeſus Chzilt crucified, # now raigning in glozy. 


— — the church of Rome acknowledgeth Chꝛiſt foz the 
lun cem. inuiſible head, and the Pope foz the viſible ; who allo excel- 
c. 64. leth the Emperoꝛs, as farre as the ſunne doeth the mon, oz 
Fa.l.1.cent.R3. golde lead: who is greater then Moiſes, and Paul, equall to 
Peter, who is a God, and not a man: who may dilpence a- 

gainſt the foure fit ſt Councels, and againſt the woꝛds of the 


Golpell,xc, 
— 25. OfSpirituall aſſurance, Pd 
The reformed church beleueth, that the faithful ſhould 
_ Os not doubt of their ſaluation. 


Ant. Pag. 4 tis. The church of Rome ſaith,that they muſt alwais dout. 


Gap. 269. 
26. Ot Antichriſt. 


2 — _—_ The reformed church beleueth that Antichzilt is come 


. The. Alrcadie, and is he that denieth that Chzilt is come in the 
h fleſh 
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fleſh, oꝛ bee that iudgeth erroniouſlie of the nature and ol. 
fice of the eſſlas, whole ſeafe is in the Citie ſituated vpon 
ſeuen billes. ; 


Che church of Rome loketh fo; Anfichzift out of a- Comp. Th Aby. 
bylon,of the tribe of Dan, who ſhal raigne tha peares, and 14 
halbe killed in the mount Dhluct. 


27, Of Purgatorie. 


The Goſpellers belcue, they (hal pale pzeſently, fram eas 
death, to life cuerlaſting. 


The Romaniſts teach that there is a fire of Purgatozy, 
ſo that there are fiue diſt ina romes fo; ſoules, to wit, belt 7 
foz the damned: the ſecond place fo2 childzen dying vnbap- _ — 
tized: the third Purgatozie:the fourth Limbus patrum: and 7 
the fifth,the chiele ſt heauen. 


This is the doctrin of both parties, the detiding of which 

controuerſie the Sce of Rome would ſubmit to Popes, 

counſels, fathers, the Church, and traditions. But the Gol- 

pellers refuſe theſe iudges, and alleage their reaſons why 

they reiec each of them, the which that you would patt- 

ently hears, Jentreate and beſcech you , as pou will be 

ſaued (god Readers ) whoſocuer of vou, in this pꝛiuat and 

domeſticall war ol diſagreeing bꝛetheren, are deſirous to 

fake parte with the better cauſe, And as foz the firſt ſozte The Popes can 
of Judges: The defendants ſay , that they cannot admitte c >< 1udges 
the Popes foz indges of this contronerſie fo; moſt waightie 5 e 
cauſes,fo2 they ſay that they haue beene not only long ſince e 7 
accuſed, but alſo pꝛoued giltie by the greateſt part of Chi- 
ftendome,namely, England, Scotland Denmark, S weths 
lande, the greater parte of Germanie, Veluetta, Fraunce 
Tranſiluania , yea and of thoſe Churches and countryes 
allo which in Africa, Egipt, @yzia, Greece, the Caſte, 
and 


F 
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and other coaſtes of the wo2ld doe recken themſelues a- 
mongſt the Chꝛiſtian Churches, they haue, J ſay, by all 
theſe, bene conuicted of eight moſt heynous crimes, that 
is to ſay,of impietie,02 pꝛophane irreligiouſnes, of vſurped 
Ty:anny,of cozrupting Religi6,of & acriiedge,oz Church⸗ 
pillage, of vnreucrent and vile abuſing of Pzincelie Pa- 
ieſtie, of Rebellion and conſpiratie, of Antichziſtianitie: and 

1 of cight notoztous and abominable vices in manners. 
ends wy As fo2 the lmpietie 02 pꝛophanenes of the Popes, they 
Popes. ſay that they will pꝛooue it by thꝛee reaſons , Firſt in that 
Hits they plainly arrogate, and challenge vnto themſclues a 
gude imm cettaine Deitic oz Godhead. Foz there are expꝛeſſe w21- 
— ; — tings of theirs, wherein it is affir med, that they are Gods, 
* that they are ſubied to no man, that they are the huſbands 
3.vo/1.7a/on, Of the Church, that they can diſpence againſt the Apoſtles, 
con ag. N. and their rules, that they may be againſt, aboue, 4 without 
we 1 ant, lawe, that they are inuiſtble Gods: and finally that none 
N. 33 ̃ ought to demaund why they doe ſo, although they daplp 

burle, and dꝛawe whole hcapes of ſoulcs to hell. 

Secondly they pꝛoue the impietie of Popes by this, that 
as they haue often times made a mocke euen of their owne 
"IR Religion, Fo2 Gregory the ſeuenth bꝛought one to this re- 
ſolution by pzomiſing hun mony, that by letting downe a 
beame vpon the head of the Emperour Henrie the third, 
while he was pꝛaying in the Church, bee ſhould cruſh him 
to peces. Which while the executioner of this miſcheefe 
made haſt to doe, the boo2d bzeaking vnder the beames, 
both the ſtone, and the Bopes man fell downe. The ſame 
Pope Hildebrand aſking councell at the Deuils againſt 
| the Emperour, was not afraive to caſt the Sacrament of 
Nhl aal. tde Loꝛds body into v fire: the Cardinals ſpeaking againſt 
e ae. it: which thing the Biſhop of Parme did openly publich. 
Silueſter the ſecond ohtained the Popedome by the magi- 
call artes of the Deuils: vpon this condition, that after bis 
death he would giue him ſelle wholy to them. Sixtus the 
fourth 


2. prooſe of im- 
ierie, 
pietie. 
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fourth cauſed Bandinus Iulianus to be murthered by trea- 
cherous perſons in the Church gining them a watch - wozd ;,. u 4, 
by the holt. Fos, that the Popes ſet nothing by their hot, is 57 0. 
cuident by this, that they cauſe it to bee bozne befo2c them 
as àa me ſſenger of their comming, being put vpon à backe - 
nay. and committed to a hozſe-grome. 
Thirdly they ſap, that the impietie of the Popes is de- 
clarcd by this allo, that thep haue ſet bp aboue th2ecſco2e 
and fine Religious 02ders, each of which haue their (are= 
rall faſhtons of hoded aftires, and their diſl ina rules and 
rites of Religion. The number of Priers in theſe oꝛders 
is thought to amount to fine hundꝛed thouſand in Europe 
onely: which may eaſily be gathered by this, that the Ge- 1 
nerall of the Franciſcanes did often times pꝛomiſe the Pope 4. 
thirtic thouſand men of war re, that might doe ſeruice in 
the field, without any hinderante to their church ſeruice. 
But amongſt other oꝛders, the Franciſcans and Domis 
canes are taken to extell, whereof the ſoꝛmer ( beſide other 
fables tonteyned in the boke of con!o2mities) are not aſhas 


See the booke 
of conformi- - 


med to call vpon their Captaine with this verſe, nes fol. 268. 
col 4. & 241, 
O Frances, leſus typicall. ot ſecond Chriſt, ihe guide col. t. 


Of Minorites, who tuleſt them, that they g e nor aſide: 
Graunt vs in heauen evermore, with thee (till to abide. 


And the later doe not ſficke , not onely to compare their 1 
Dominick with our ſauiour Chꝛiſt, but alſo to pzefer him * | 4 
befoze him in many points. There be publiſhed the legends .. 
of the Saints, and ſundꝛie other bokes, ofthe lying 4 coun- 
terfette miracles of Staniſlaus, Adelbert, and other men. 
Which bokes becauſe the popes haue authozized, and exhi⸗ 
bited them to all Chꝛiſtendome, to be imb2aced with as 
great reuerente as the Scriptures , bereby they alſo tudge 
them to be giltie of impietie. 

The ſecond cauſe fo which the Goſpellers denie that 
they will acknowledge the popes fo2 their Judges, they al- 
ledge to be the unne of tirannie Ja ouer the has 

03 


Anton 111.24, 


$ 17.fo{197. 
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d, and v- 
d, huſban wy * 
eketh to be hich, it i 
le he ſecke Church, w 
Foz fir iſhop of the nto themſelues 
ſt profe, to none bu they haue all ciutl niag ofirm 
— rene in —— —— wherby ther — of 
OL Lyra the ſtantine, inus bi 
2 pms — — 8 — ius, 
ſecon dem natio * es tha as Silu 
— loꝛ as foz = aut neee _ 
Ie donation their ſoue Cuſanus,L. ih in other po late bundze 
The donatio ice. N. C. de, wh fraid ſome that 
ee ee — er — te Goſoeller: — Foz 
terfer by tense — (02 1 — — — by thele bis donation 
cl , 5 1 
I.pari,hs, thep can d waiter itnes! | nes, (i 
49.1. oue oe w s thze ſon 
45 l ſith no = Ar and — = woꝛld to his — 
== dialogs 7 ſith Eu c hꝛee coaſtes o 8 rant (ct fozth ir ſtile ts much 
_ 1 mer mu ·%—.2- 02 deeds — — wget 
Sce Sorrar, 0. e inſtru tals. doe ter 4 Pan :ſhipt 
s the decretal ulous that be ſhould wo: was 
3 — ane 
Vol./i, OI o Co öſtantin a but at as 
. . 2 gods, (ith me by + mp. the hand x) args to 
Marci ind ſedi libris wickedto — — deve him auts 
Ca", jus,ſith it on cou ng then 
Pic. cap. ! de pl, ſebius ine, lith he c if neither be being 
Man.li.1. Conſtant dhimſclfe, inople, there at eui⸗ 
—_— <citie: and ns a to the pope - and thoſe moſt 
CONS no ſuch citie: to be geuer eſe lcueral, e donation 
Th EE dence are ſaide ntichzidt: By al — — opes. 
The FCh.iſtes the — q is _ but foꝛged by — other 
on o emon antine, ke to Peter, 4 
—— 1— 217 {pake to Pete heap 
N 8.64 in thoſe w ft thep {to . ta churc 
—_ mall. —— of the —— inriſdiction, — back — 
45 ba . minifte; hem, not a ci nippeth,an ioꝛity, whe 
ver. Des (er. inteth tot ace he ſuper al nor 
— 1 pointe 4 in another apoio ang fo bur ie ſh 11 
e, ſerie: a of the ous beate Fe 
de Trind 4. ambitio he natious 
epiſt a Ehe. pꝛide t he kings of the 
aa SL be ſaith,T 
9001 Mt. Bar, be {o with Jou. 
Epe. 230. 


— 


The trill of trueth, 10 


Pea x the Canons alſo haue expꝛeſl y fozbi 
ſhop of Rome to be called Ihe chief Bi — the _ BE 1. 4 
fall head of the church, Wherfoze they (ay Þ they are con · 3 [ 
quered with their own weapons, ith they ctaimeto thiſet- - 
ues this dominton by diuers,4 thoſe alſo contrarie titles. 
The third cauſe why the Goſpellers refuſe to ſtand to 7Þ* bird 8s 
the iudgemẽ ts of the popes they alledge to be this, that they n__ 
have co:ruptcd Religion, and haue moſt grefſelie errednot Dif. ſat 
onelie in manc1 8, but alſo in doctrine. Foz there are decrees »- Candy 
— concerning the popes , that they are not men, but Qu fi. Diſt. 
Cods, that they may not bee iudged by any moꝛtall inan 7 
ther may diſpenſe againli the Apoſtte,chaunge the nature . 
of things, make ſomewhat ofnothing,make righteouſnes of. m 
bnrighteouſneſſe But in the meane ſpace how true theſe 7. Can. . 
things are,the matter it ſelfe doth che w. #02 the L ond him» 17. 14. Jag. 
ſelfe witneſſcth p there is but one fozme of Keligis , name- ate wy} 
he that which IS recozded in the witings of the P2ophets Athen in prin, 
and Apoſtles, whereunto nothing may be added 02 taken as 4 . 4. 
way. no not by an Angell . But the pope teacheth that þ 02- "3g ——_ 
der of the church conſiſfeth in the traditions of our fozefas Co. on 
thers , of the which lozt are Agnus Deis, chziſtening of": 
belles, pzayers of Saints, fingle life of pꝛieſis (as they call Sce the com- 
them) the taking away of the cup in the Loꝛdes Su — 
the vſing of a fr —_—— 
got a ſtraunge toung,the Baſſe, pardons and other ot the 
ſuch ſkufke : the which although they affirme to have bene . feel 
conuayed ouer to them from the Apoſtles by tradition: pet — . 
that molt of them were inuented by them ſelues the re⸗ —— 4 
toꝛdes of auncient ſtozies doe plainlie pzone . Fo: pope In. *n/ecconpro, 
nocent foꝛbad the cup in the Lo2des Supper by the decree When and by 
of the Coüſell of Laterane,and inſtituted the Caſter-Com- > wy 
munien: But Eugenius the fourth decreed the contrarie. In- <5 were or 
nocentius the third, and Honorius the third, oꝛdained that 24 
the Sacramentall bzead thould be curiouſtie kept in the Son ofthe $4 
ons — ſundꝛie vſes : But pope Clement would not ſuf- cramen. 
o be reſerued to the next day. Of the Malle. ' 


D i Vitel- in Latin, 
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Vitellianus the ſecond and Agatho the firff appointed the 
Maſſe to be ſaid in Latin: Nicolaus the firſt ſuffered the 
; Slauonians and Polonians to haue Maſſe ſaid in their own 

2 * tongues . Alexander the ſecond decreed that aſſe ſaid by a 

concubines, pꝛieſt that kept a cocubine ſhould not be heard: But Lucius 

Di. q peter the third allowed it. Siricius, Pelagius the ſecond, and diners 

_ _—_— others condemned the mariage of pꝛieſts: But Pius the ſe- 

Minitces  Condhath left in waiting to this effec : that it ſeemed there 
was great reaſon to debarre the pꝛieſts from mariage, but 

- there was greater reaſon fo2 the reſtozing of it againe. 

Of Images. Leo the fir ft, Gregorie the ſecond , # third,q many others 
allowed the wozſhipping of Images: But lohn the 22. did 
moꝛtallie hate Images t Pictures.Boniface the 4. graun- 

Of Monckes. ted the Ponckes authozitie to pzcach,baptiſe, and abſolue: 

Cau/16. Qn. Gregory toke it from them. lohn the 24. held foꝛ ſound ars 

agen. ticles of faith, that the Apoſtles neuer vowed pouertie, and 
ſingle life. Pius the ſecond ſaid that Friers were the devils 
bondllaues, in this double verſe. 

The deuill of hell himſelſe dare not that thing to enterpriſe, 
Which ſhameles Mcncke, & beldame old. vith craft fraught, will deviſe 


Di o canin Pelagius þfirſt o2dained that clerues ſhould beſtow eue · 


ſents, trie day ſeut houres in Canonicall pꝛapers. Gregorie þ firſt 
—— commaunded that they ſhould glue themſelues not to chaũ⸗ 
tes. tings, but to pzeaching . Calixtus decreed pit was not laws 
full to diſſent from the church of Kome: Fabianus affirmed 

the contrarie. 


Ofthe yeare Bonifacius the $.commaunded that the peare of Jubilie 
ms A ſhould be kept the hundzeth yeare: Clemens the 6. bꝛought 
2 — it to the fiftith , boniface the ninth to the thꝛer and thirtith, 
rem. Sixtus the fourth to the ſiue and twentith peare. Hadrian 
Decrer.Sym cap and Leo the third graunted Charles the right to chuſe the 
8.24 Popes : but Stephen the fourth, Hadrian the fourth, and 
Sergius the lecond gaue it to the Clergie, Senate and peo⸗ 

a gs ple of Rome: Leo the 8. graunted it againe to the Empe, 
b rour,Alexander the 2.gane it to he Cardinals onelie: And 

at 
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at length Maud the whore pzomoted Victor the third, and whores of 
Vrbane the 2. to the popedome, as atſo Theodora the who the Popes, 
rich Ladie of Nome did John the elcuenth , and Marozia . £4. 
the ſtrumpet,Scrgius the third. Antheus decreed that nene 
ſhould be made Pope, except he had firſt bene Bilhop. 

Conſtantinus the ſecond,and Benet the eight, were lay vntearned & 
men: Benet the ninth, iohn the one and twentith and ma- !aymen Popes 
ny others did not ſo much as know their letters, Gregorie ,,,;.... 
the firſt ſozbad on faſting dapes the vile of fleſhe , milke, confeſſion. 
cheeſe, butter, and egges: But Eleuthcrius decreed that no 7-5. 5.4ecrer. tie. 
man ſhould ſuperſtitieuſlie refuſe any meates. Innocentius — ennnabuud 
the third enioyned men auriculac confeſſion : But Necta- Orale Hus. 
rius the Patriarke of Conſtantinople, foʒ adulterie comps uon of the $a- 
mitted vnder colour thereof, did vtterlie aboliſh it. — 

Honorius the third decreed that the Sacrament ſhould . n 
be lifted vp: Gregorie the ninth that at the time of eleua- » 7 bi 
tion the bell ſhould ring, lnnocentius the fourth, that men =». 
ſhould then knele downe. Zephirus oꝛdained glaſſes in - the barred 
ſtede of wodden veſſelles : Vrbanus golden and ſiluer- dog 12 
cuppes in ſterde of glaſſes. Nicolaus the firſt barreth m d ith 
perours 4 kings from the Counſels as lapmen: But Mar- um. 
cellus, Damaſus the ſecond, and Iulius doe admitte them. — * 2 Fes 
Stephanus the third did ſolemnelie repeal and diſanull r 
the Actes of Conſtantine the ſecond: ſo Stephen the ſixt a- 3 Nint. Hu 
bꝛogated the decrers ol Formoſus , Romanus the firſt the 58ers por 
deedes of the ſaid Stephanus: Theodorus the Ades of Ro- RI 
manus: Damaſus the decres of Liberius: Paulus the ſecond, „% in v 
the conſtitutions of Pius the ſecond : 1Behold the godly tra- 7414p. ue 
ditions of the Apoſtles:behold the Ch2ifttan Religion kept 831. 
pure by the Bithop of Rome. And what ſhall we ſap 4 
to this, that Honorius was an he:reticke of the ſed of the Aiberic bb. bens 
Monothelites : Liberius was an Acrian : Marcellinus [ts i. & 
crificcd to Jdols : Anaſtaſius was a Photinian , lohn the = pref ; Yo 


two and twentith held that the ſoules of the wicked did), 


lepe till the day of iudgement. Hiers, Mar. Fee. 
D ii The cha Gerton. 
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The ſaurh The fourth cauſe of refuſall, the Goſpellers alleadge to be 
cauſe of inſuf- Satriledge and Simoup: ſoꝛ the which they cannot admit 
cine the Popes foz Judges : fo2 it is apparant that foz voide li- 
nings, pꝛeuentions, ſurrenders vpon favour, commenda- 
tions, diſpenſations fo2 age, oꝛder, regularitie and bodilpe 
blemiſhes; foz Aduouſons, renerſions, benefices whenthey 
ſtalbenert voide, fo; diſcharge from viſitations,fo2 making 
Apoſtolicall chefe Notaries, and Regiſters, fo2 the clauſe 
non obſtantibus, foz diſpenſations with ſecular Clarkes, 
fo; repeales, fo2 follerations of Concubines, and ſix hun⸗ 
dꝛed other ſuch choppings and marchandize : it is apparant 
I (ay, that by theſe trickes the Popes do rake moze money 
yerely to Nome, then while the Romain Empire od, the 
Monarcks of the whole wozlde did exact of all the coaſtes 
of the whole car th. 
The com- There is to be ſcene in wꝛiting, the complaint of the 
— French King, that out of that kingdome alone, the Popes 
8 did perrelp fich foꝛth 2 8. Tunnes of Golde. There are al- 
plaint of Pun- ſo extant the moſt grenous complaints of many Empe⸗ 
ces. rours, Rings, and Cleargie men alſo, wherin they crye out 
a vpon the Church-pillage of Popes, the trueth wh eof ap» 
Gl eceafure of PATEND by the example of lohn the 22. who after his diſ- 
len 8 ceaſe left behinde him 200. and o. Tunnes of Cold in his 
pꝛiuate Treaſurie : as Frauncis Petrarke,a very ſufficient 
witnes ſure ip, teſtifieth. Boniface the 7. when be ſaw that 
be could no longer abide at Nome in ſafette,be carried away 
the cherfe ſt treaſures out of Peters Church to Conſtantino⸗ 
ple by theft. 
Clemens the eight, and ſundꝛy others, were many times 
tonuinced and pꝛoued guiltie of the ſaid Sacriledge 03 
church robbing, by their own faucurours. Gregory the 9. 
aide the Emperour his abſolution, fo2 an hundzety thou- 
ſand oances of Golde. Bennet the 9. miſtruſling his ſkate, 
ſolde the Popedome to Greporie the 6. fo: one thouſand 
and ſiue hundzed pounds of Silucr. The Symony of Alex- 
der 
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der the 6. is manifeſt by that Epitaph which is pet com- 
mon in eperp mans mouth. 
Pope Ale rander ſets to ſale, heauens, altars, Chriſt, for fee: 
He bought them hiſt, therfore by tight, ſell them againe may he. 1 

And now mozeouer, how Leo the 10. by Tetzelius, and gn ce. 
others by other Bꝛokers, haue ſolde their pardons thꝛough- foraawion. 
out the whole woꝛld, is better knowne the they could with. 

The firſt cauſe of inſufficiencie, the Goſpellers affirme The fr? cauſe 
to be the crime of deſpitefull abuſing of Pʒincely maieſtie. ® —— 
Foz they pꝛoue by moſt faithfull @tozies, that the Popes h gane vt 
haue al wales vſed the emperours, net only as vaſſails and crc an. 
tenants, but alſo as moſt vile and baſe laues. C. Hun. ſanc. e x- 

When Pope Hadrian alighted from his hozſc, and the 8 
Emperour Frederick called Æneòbarbus oz Yellow beard COON : 
ſtanding by his hozſe ſide, fo2 hono2s ſake helde his right % c. . 
ſtirrope, the Pope chafing the rat, all to berated him. But % © 
the Emperour being dꝛenched in ſuperſtition, excuſed him 1 
ſelfe, that he had don it fo2 want of ſkill to holde ſtirrops, Nr. £.r. 
ſith that was the firſt time that euer he had that office to Gen. 75. dn, 
hold the ſtirrope. And when the Popes choller was moze # + Pen. 
kindled by his crcuſe, J would know ſaith the Emperour, 
whether this kinde bf ſeruice be of curteſte, o2 of ductie,+4if 
it be of curſeſie, who wil finde fault with negligence in him, 
that dooth it of his own accozd: if it be not of duetpe, A 
think it maketh (mall matter on what ſive a man come, ſo 
he come with deuotion. 

The nert daythe Cmperour met him againe,and hauing 1... 
learned better manners by the check that he had the day be» Hur the Poper 
fo:e, holding the left ſtirrop of the Saddle, bzought him tn» borieman. 
to the Tents. This no doubt is a great pꝛoſe of the vile tes - 
abuſing dr P2inces: but pet the Pꝛoteſtants ſape that 7 >... 
they will bꝛing a greater. Alexander the ſutetſſour of that pur. res 
Hadrian, had ercommunicated þ ſame Frederick, from the = Crone. 
which curſe whe Frederick deſired to be diſcharged and ab- 
tl ope alligned him a day wherin he ſhculd make 
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bis appearance in the great Church of Venice, when they 
were come thither in p pꝛeſence of a great number of Cars 
dinals and 1Biſhops,the Pope denied that he would abſolue 
him except firſte he falling downe at his feete would crane 
pardon, which when Frederick had don, the Pope lifting 
vp one of his fæt, and putting it vpon the Emperdurs neck, 
commaunded his Pzieſtes to ung that verſe out of the 
Pſalme;Thou ſhalt walk ypon the Adder and the Serpent, 
and vpon the Lyon and Dragon ſhalt thou tread. The 
Emperour taking this repꝛoach in very euill parte,anſwes 
red, I dw not this to thee, but to Peter: but the Pope againg 
cruſhing the Emperours neck ſaide, nape, both to me and 
Peter. Neither is the ſtozie of Phillip the faire, King of 
Fraunce, much vnlike her vnto, whom when Boniface the 
eight had curſed with bell beoke and candle, as a Schiſma- 
tick and an heretick: pet the King ceaſed not from his en- 
terpzile, but when he had by manifeſt pzoſcs pꝛoue d him 
guiltie of hozrible villanies,he cauſed him to be appꝛeben⸗ 
ded at Rome and calt into Pꝛiſon, who when he had en- 
tred as a Fox, and raigned as a Lyon, he died as a Dogge. 

The ſame Boniface in the xcere of our Loꝛd one thouſand 


the hundꝛed, when there was great floking of people out 
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vſurperh both 
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of diuers Countries to Rome, becauſe of the yeere of Jubt- 
ly, the fit ſt feſtiuall daye ſhewed himſelfe to the people atti- 
red in his Biſhoplike oznaments : and the next day flaun- 
ting it in his Pzincelike robes, commgunded a naked 
ſw@o2d to be bozne befoze him, crying with a lo wd voice, J 
am both Pope and Emperot:r, J haue both tcmpozall and 
ſpirituall tyriidiction and dominion. And when as a fewe 
daies after Albert being made Emperour by the Germain 
eledours, required his confirmation of him: at firſt be re⸗ 
fuſed it denying that an clenion made without his autho⸗ 
ritie ought to be of fozce, hut yet a little while after he a- 
greede to the emperour vpon this condition, that he ſhould 
with all ſped by fozce let open the Kingbome of Fraunce, 
Innocen. 
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Innocentius the third did ſo boyle in rancour , againſt uae Ca 
Phillippe the Empt tour, becauſe hee had beene choſen a- | 
gaind his will, that he often times ſaide, Either the Pope , 4 
ſhall cake from Phillipe his crowne & Kingdome, or elſe 
he, the Apoſtolical ornament, and dignitie from the pope, 4 e 
Clemens the ſirt tould the Ambaſſadozs, that hee wor ld ne⸗- 
ver pat den Lewis, vnleſſe bee firſt ſurreodzed his Empire, 
and pelded both him ſelfe, his ſonnes and all that he had in · 
to vis hands, and would pꝛomiſe that he would take none of 
them againe, without the Popes leaue and fanour. See for theſe 

Belides this they further charge them, that where as "= 
Conſtantine the firſt, was the firſt that held ſoozth his Cronicles of 
feete foz the Emperour to kiſle: Martine the firſt compel, 7 raunce, and 
led the ©mpecour Sigiſmund:lohn the two and twentieth © che Empires 
Creſcentius the Conſul of Rome, and Bennet the third, .. 
the Emperour to doe like wiſe. Neither, doe they ſay, that conmunicares 
this is to bee paſſed oner in ſilence, that Innocentius, the 
third excommunicated Otho the fourth, Gregorie the 
ſeuenth did the ſame to Henric the fourth, Paſcalis the ſe⸗ 
cond to Henrie the firſt, Hadrian the fourth, and Alexander 
the third to Fridericke the firſt, Innocentius the third to 
Phillippe the ſonne of Fridericke , Gregoric the ninth to 
Fridcricke the ſecond thꝛce times, Innocentius the fourth 
to Conradus the fourth, and that ſpecially fo this cauſe, l Kings the 
that they did not inal points ſatiſfie the Popes luſtes. And ſervants 
now mozeouer, there is no Ring no Bingdome, no P;ince rg 
whom the Komiſh papacie hath not challenged to bee her 43s. 
baſal. and tenant. 

Sirtly the Goſpellers accuſe the Popes of freacherie, The fre cauſe 
and conſpiracie, and pꝛoue both by moſt auncient, and alſo „ tuffcien- 
moſt weightie ÞViſtozies,that the Popes in all ages haue PE iy 
wholly bent their might to this, that when they kne we — 
that there was any debate growen bet wene Pzinces, thep — 
might by certaine b2&d-bates of theirs, help: fo wards 
and increaſe the mag nught allo bargaine with one 

( & 
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The Pope flin- N . 
geth away Pe- ſpedily leuying an Armie, he haſtneo into Fraunce,and as 
ter k&yes, and he le dde his hoaſte out of the Citie, by the bꝛidge of Ti- 
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of the ldes:that if they gotthe king dome of p contrarie fact, 
on by their furtherance, they ſhould then acknowledge the 
See of Rome foz the authoꝛ of ſo great a benefit , and pape 
her an yearly rent. This legerdemaine being once con- 
triued, pꝛeſently the P2ince of the contrarie ſide, was p20- 
claymed an Hereticke by the Pope, aud his kingdome 
graunted to him that could firſt inuade it. 

This matter will be moꝛe euident by examples. Foz 
although Lewis the t weifth king of Frannce had giuen cer- 
taine Cities to Pope lubus the ſecõd, yet not withſtanding 
he not ſatiſfied with the gift, vered him with the terrible 
thunderbolts of excommunications, as a ſchiſmaticke and 


an Hereticke, and laide open his kingdom to the ſpople: 


But when he foz ſund2p kinde of abominable vices, which 
anon ſhall bee handled, by a counſell called af Piſum, but 
interrupted by him, and tranſlated to Lions, was ſuſpen- 
ded from his Popelike function, he ſoraged with furie,that 


b2is in his harneſſe, be ſpake theſe woꝛdes in the hearing of 
many thouſand men, Sith Peters keyes ſtand vs in no ſtede, 
goe to, let vs drawe fourth Paules ruſtic ſword: And there- 
withall caſting Peters Keyes into the riuer of Tybꝛis, and 
dzawing his ſwo2de out of his ſheath, thzeatned all cruel- 
tie to the French men, with a mighty hacking and gnaſh- 
ing of his teeth together. 

Neither is the example of Phillip the french Ring, much 
vnlike hereunto, who when he had recouered no {mal part 
of his poſſeſſions out of the Engliſh mens handes : Inno- 
centius the third firſt ſent two ambaſſadours into France, 
which might there rapſe Rebellion: and after wards ſo in⸗ 
cenſed the Emperour Otho the fourth, and Ferdinand 
Earle of flaunders, againſt the Frenchmen , that ercept 
with great ſtomacke and valure they had withſode the 
Popes pzacizes, they had euen then loſt their kingdome. 

But 
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But what nerde we olde examples, when freſh matters 
are in the mouthes of all men Fo2 in the peare one thous The bmi. 
ſand fiue hund2ed,fourfcoze and ſiue, Sixtus, the fifte biſhop thurderbole 
of Rome, ſent out his bꝛutich thunderbelts agaiaſt Henrie 7 4 oY = 
Bourbon, king of Fraunce and Nauarre,and Henry Bour- j, EH « 
bon Pziace et Tondie,# thetrheires and ſucteſcoꝛ:s, whom +x; ace, aud 
he banneth as heretikes, and committeth their kingdomes Navarre, 
to the ſpoile. 6 

Neither is that matter cloſe, oz buknowen, Which fell 

out very lately: Fo2 the ſame Sixtus the fifth , in the peare _ 1 
of our Loꝛd one thouſand, ſiue hundꝛed, ſom ſcoꝛe and nine, „. 
did ſolemnlie geue vnto Philip king of Spain, the realm of viage into 
England. hatung condemned it foz hereſie . The Spantard Englaod. | 
bad furniſhed ſuch a Flecte, as might terrifie the Emnperoz /* _—_— * 
ol the Turkes himſelle, and the ſauage P2inces of Africa. 1 As 
Foz they had (beſides veſſels of cariage ) one hundzed and „ «/«; exc 
thirtie ſhips, whereof th:eſcoze were of ſuch bugenes, that t 
there ſcarce paſſe any in the Ocean, to match them: and 15 f. * 
whereof foure, are thought to haue gotten the vicozy at the t. 
Gulfe of Arta. There were in them of moſt choiſe Soul⸗ 
diers,of Italians, Spaniards, and Germanes, to the num⸗ 
ber of thze and twentie thouſand at the leaſt, euen by the 
tell imonie of the Spaniardes themſelucs : fire thouſante 3nor dine: 
bzaſſe peeces. Beſides this ſo great an armie , the King of am- 
Spaine had in Flaunders,fourtie thouſand choiſe fotmen, tr 
and twelue thouſand hozſemen : the monthly charges of Peach ug. 
which armie,came to fifteen hundzed thouſande crownes, 
But what did this ſo well ffozeda Flate pzeuaile ? what +1,. 5,00 
did this ſo great an hoaſt bote? Of theſe hundꝛed and thirtie of the Spaniſh 
ſhips of warre, ſcarce thirtie went home againe, andthoſe gr 
ofthe leſſer ſoꝛt: and ot men of all ſo2ts , ſcarce thz& thous 
ſand, and thoſe ſcarce haning life oz ſoule. 

Now if we pleaſe to alledge their church-rebellion,nnd 
conſpiracic, out of the reco2ds of hiſtozies,it will be appa · e ore? | 


rant how the popes haue been together by g cares amonglt ue 
G 2 them- 
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themſelucs alſo fo: the Papall pzeeminence . Iohn the 
twentie and fourth when he was Ambaſſadour at Bono. 
Sell: Veneta. mia with the armie, thꝛeatned the Cardinalles greatlie, 
except they ſhould chuſe ſuch a Pope as might like him, 
And when as many had brene pꝛeſented, and he would 
allo we none of them, beeing requeſted that hee would 
vouchlafe to ſigniſie whom he would haue, giue me, ſaith 
be Saint Peters cloake, and J will give it vnto him that 
ſhall be Pope: which beeing done, hee putting ihe cloaks 
about his ſhoulders ſaid, J am pope. Which although it 
51:1. Lines. ended the Cardinalles, vet they were fozced to agræ to 
- 4. 1207, it. In like manner Iohn the two and twentith allo, when 
Ißergenſu. the election was referred to him, made him ſelle pope. 
Pea mozeouer they ſap, that thep can make euident 
Three Popes pyo9fe that ſometimes there haue beene foure popes togi- 
toZither, ther, ſometime the , ſometime two. Fo2 Victor, Alex- 
ander the third , Calixrus the third , and Paſcalis held the 
popedome altogither in the raigne of Fridericke Barba- 
roſſa. And Benet the cight,Silueſter the third, and Gre- 
gorie the fift, were popes at once , ſo long till at length the 
Emperour Henrie the third depoſed them all. Like wiſe 
Gregorie the twelfth,Bener the thirtenth, and Alexander 
the fift , by their thunverboltes of excommunicattors chal- 
lenged to them the papacie , and let flpe their hunderclaps 
of curſings and banninges togither. 
Now how Stephanus the third ſtroue fo2 the triple 
crowne with Conſtantine , Sergius the third, with Chri- 
' Two heades at ſtopher, Vrbanus the fiſt with Clement the 7 , Eugenius 
once in Rome the 4. with Clement the 8. and many moe, whom it were 
to tedious to reheat ſe is made moſt euidtt out of their own 
ſtozies. All which, whether they map not be rightly called 
by the name of conſpiracte t rebeilion, all men map iudge. 
The ſt uttenth Seucthlie the po es are ſaid to be inſufſicient iudges 
cauſe ef inſuf- in the cõtrouerſies of Religion, bytauſe they are that An- 


= W mg tichzilt, wh the holy Scriptures do witnes to be the mã of 
| ſinne, 
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unne the ſonne of perdition, ſetting himſelfe againſt, and 7: 
ertolling himſelfe aboue all that is called God, ſitting in the The whole 
temple of God, and bearing himſelfe as Sod : The whoze Chapter. ls. 
that is dzunken with the blodof the Saints, ſitting bpon %. 
the Bealt on ſeauen hilles, that committeth fo2nication % 7g 
with the Rings of the earth fiabteth with the Lambe, and 1 he Pope pr0- 
is ouertome by him, and whom the tenne hoꝛnes 02 Uinges 4 Ann chr. 
ſhall at length fozſake. Foz h they challenge to them- c . 
lelues greater honours then Chꝛiſt, and the ciuill Baie» the Pope, Fow 
ſtrates,and cuen therein do extoll themſelues aboue God, done, bos 
ſith they diſpence againſt the Lawe of nature, and the — ahh, 
commaunde ments of the Apoſtles, ith they erempt their ay — 
dealings from the iudgement of any moꝛtall man, ſith they 244/-/r.c. ref. 
matche their decres with Gods ozdinaunces, ith they erte. 
blarpe vnto themſelues power to tranſlate, and eſta- |** Py ; 
bliſhe Kingdomes, ſith they intitle themſelues the head, W 
the huſband, the cha le Pꝛieſt of the Church, the caaſe of bende, 5 
cauſes, and Lozd of Lo2ds : ſith they fit in the Temple 457. 
of God, being dzunken with the blood of Saintes, well 
in that Cittie ſituated on ſeauen hilles , which had domini⸗ 

on ouer the kinges of the earth, x (ith all things which were 

fo:ctold concerning Antichꝛiſt, agree to the Popes, neither 

ſhall there euer anp other Antichziſt come out of Babilon: 

by all theſe ſeuerall demonſtrations, the Ooſpellers con- 

clude,that the Popes are the very Antich2iſts. 

Cightlye and laſtlpe, the Goſpellers will not admit the 71. .;.4, 
Popes fo: Judges, as being whozemongers,tprants, fo2Ce- couſc of inſut- 
rers, Athciſts, Purthercrs, Tꝛaitoꝛs, Poiſoners and Bas bciencie: a 
ſfards , 4 that they pꝛoue cuen out of thoſe popilh waiters, —_— * 
whoſe wozkes, long befoze our time, be ing publi i ed at .. 
that very pꝛeſent when tbe things theinſclues were done, 
arc now extant in all Countries. i 

And ſieſt they pꝛoue, that molt Popes h me been Baudes, 1 
who:chunters,inceffnons perſons, 1 L uggerers. Foz ber- monk and 
gius the 3. was a continuall haunter both of other whozes, Buggerers, 


E 3 and 
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lor galus Ti. And ſprtially of that notozious whoze Marozia, and begot 
cinenci«,4,3. by this latter, Pope lohn the elcucnth, by abominable fazs 
cap.12d+ ge nication, lohn the 11. the Sonne of Lando the firſt, was 
ä pꝛomoted, as heire by the law or whoꝛdom, to the Papacie, 
as, Theodora the whoziſy miſtres of Rome, fo that oftens 
mſracen.oy tines (J would ſpare chaſte cares hut that J wevld wil- 
Patina, lingly vſe the pzeciſe words of Luitprandus) the bopling 
in luſt would not only ſolicite him, but alſo enfo2cc him to 
1 46.2. lye with her. John the 13. at a counſell befoze the Empe⸗ 
"TY roar Otto the firſt, was conuicted of many abhominations, 
7 4/15 2ndas 1. 6, Among which his beaſtiy luſt was the cheefe, namelp, that 
Auntucn, be had committed inceſt with two ſiſters ; that be had made 
his Lateran Pallace,a Stewes and bzothel-houſe : that he 
had defiled Stephana his Fathers Pinion, Rayneta a Mi- 
dowe, and Anna, and her Piece alſo, When be had beene 
pꝛoued guiltie of theſe vill;nies by the Cmpercur himſelf, 
be was indeed depoſed, bit the whozes making a ſtrong 
head of the Romain Nob/litie,reſtozed him againe. 
r — Alexander the 6. gaue leaue to Peter Mendoza the Car- 
Euſebi — =" dinall of Valentia, that he ſtould vſe his Baſtard the 
Marqueſſe of Zaneten, in ſtæd of a pzettie Pinion. And 
what filthy whozedome this Pope himlſelfe vſced, is mantis 
feſt by that Epitaph of his daughter Lucretia 


He te lyes by name Lacreria, but in truth a whore paſt ſhame, 


Jan Fonjanus . | ; 
Pope Alexander: daughter, wife, and Sonnes wife too, C ſhame. 


Pon, Aſi $a 


Me. ot loan the 8. who was befoze called Gilbert, being begot 
with childe by a certain Cardinal] in going a ſolemne p20- 
ceſſion to the Church of Laterane, betweene the great Pil- 
lar, g Saint Clements Church, was deltuered of a man- 
childe befo2e all the people, and there dped of her trauaile: 

TWWhervpon Baptiſt Mantuan hath theſe ver ſes. 


In lichen. Ui. 3. 
Patina Funct; - 


Here hang'd the woman which did faine, her ſelſe a man to ber 
bo was boch u ho te and Pope at once, ſet vp in Remſh Sce. 


And 
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And therſoze as an other ſaith, Janus Pannee 
1 F piſcopud 

' met Eel % 

By me ane: hereof tu Peters keyes, not any may attayne, 0 Dade cloths * 


, | " { Hat 1 1 1 : "" PX . 
Except that Eſt io hauc his ware, by proote it be made playne. Matchie Regis 


ror 
Vide C emment. 
Mag. Earn y- 


Why then in theſe our dayes ſee we, this cuſlome ſo neg l ected. 
Bycauſ: cach one a man to be betorc is now detected. 


— 
1. 1 


Iulius the ſecond is repozted to haue committed bugarte C.. 
with two noble yong men, whom Anne Quere of France % 4. 
had committed to the gouernement and educatiõ of Robert . 


Free ti Epi- 


the Cardin all of Nauata, t with manp others. Innocentius | ue Iltis ö 


the :. was ſuch a filthy beaſt, that he did not fozbeare Car- 
dinals thiſclues; whoſe buggry alſo Iohn de Caſa a Flozen» T — — 
tine, Archbihop ol Beneuentũ, imitating(fo2 feare of uboſe 0 1 
crueltie Francis Spire denying the trueth , dyed in hozrible nus zamws, 
deſperatio)this man J ſay, w2it a Poeme in Italian verſe 

inthe commendation of buggrie, which he calleth a heauen⸗ 

lie exerciſe , and ſaith,that he was maruailoudlie dc lighted 
therewith,and that be vſed no other loue-recreation. 

Sixtus the fcurth,ſet vp a ſtewes at Rome, and appoin- e R. 
ted it foz both kindes of harlots, as well boyes,as queanes, — — — i 
and graunted fre bſe of buggrie to the Cardinall of Saint |; 7. 
Lucie foz the thz& hoater monethes of the yeare, adding the ae cecl- 
clauſe , Let him haue his ſuite . lohn the twentith ſoure, 44 £o« 
lo buggerie, foznications,and ſuch other his abominablc 
vices, being depoſed from his Popedo:ne at the Counſell of 
Conſtance, was kept in pꝛiſon th2e& peares at Heydelberge, 

Clement the eight was accuſed in a Treatiſe vpon the ar- 

ticles of the maiſters of Paris, that he was a Baſtard, a 

poyſoner, a buggerer,a whozemonger, and a wozker of all 

 miſchiefe. Paulus the third gaue lulia Farneſia, one of his ſi- 
ſters,to Alexander the (irt,to de defiled , that he might be me. 
made the Cardinall of Hoſtia: and poyſoncd the other f- #2550 

ſter , which himſeiſe haunted, bycauſe he ſawe that ſhe PIs 

loued others better then hum. The ſame man commit- 

Cuy 


— —— ̃ hn ö 
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ted inceſt with his daughter Conſtantia , and his Neece 
Laura Farneſia , and had fourtte and five thouſand 
u hoꝛes ſet downe in his note-bake,that be might haue a 
monthly tribute fo2 their foznications. here might many 
moe cramples of fiithinelle be alleaged, but that it is to 
bee fearcd leaſt the eares of the Godly, and honeſt⸗ minded 
ſhould be offended with ſuch dete ſtable abominatiens. 

It followeth therefore to bee proue, that the Popes 
bane bane outragious Tyzaunts. Iohn the thirtenth, be- 
reaued ſome of his Cardinals of their eyes, ſome of their 
tongues , ſome. of their handes , ſome of their noſes, and 
ſome of their pꝛæuities. Boniface the ſeuenth toke lohn 
the fiftcenth by treachery, plucked out his eyes, t ſhutting 
him vp in pꝛiſon, famiſhed him to death, and ſo gotte the 
Popedome. Vrbanus the ſixt ozdapning new Cardinals, 
caſt ſeuen of the olde in pꝛyſon, and putting fine of them 
into a ſacke, downed them in the water. Innocentius the 
eight, ſent by colluſion and ſecret agreement, the Citizens 
of Rome that erhozted him to peace, vnto his Nephewe 


Lewis at the polpitall of the holy Ghoſt ; who pzeſently 


lle we two of dem and tumbled them out at the windowe, 
laping, that there was no way but this to end ſchiſmes. 

Sergius the third, cauſed the body of Formoſus, 8. peares 
aſter his buriall, to be taken out ofthe graue againe, and 
being placed in the Papal Thꝛone, to haue the head ſtroke 
of, and the th:& fingers that were left, (fo two were cut 
away befoze byStephen the firſt to be cutte of , and toge- 
ther with theſe, the whole body to bee caſt into the riuer of 
Tybꝛis. O monſtrous out-rage and furie. 

Thirdly they proue that the Popes were Coninrours, 
02 pꝛadicers of magicke. Foz Alexander the ſixt made a 
bargaine with the Deuill, that hee might haue the Pope- 
dome . Paule the third, was a cherſe doctour amonglt the 
Soꝛcerers 02 necromancers. Bennet the ninth in certaine 
woes vled to call vpon certaine wicked ſpirits by necro⸗ 
mancie, 
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mancie, and by his magicall pzaciſes bzonght women to 
his bed. [ohn the thirteenth called vpon the deuils fo2 good 5e (rd, 
luck, when he plaide at dice, and vſed to dzinke to them. [be Popes, 
Fourthly,it is pꝛoued that the Popes haue bene pꝛo- — a 
fane, and irreligious. Foz Leo the tenth, when vppon a f. Hl 
time Peter Bembus alleadged acertaine matter out of the e Ange 
Goſlpell,anſwered; what good that fable of Chziſt hath done 7 7e. 
to vs, and our oder, all the woꝛlde knoweth well inough, ***<< 
Nicolaus the firſt ſaide , that it was moze honeſt foz a 
man to kepe manie whozes ſecretely , then to liue openlie ret 
in the knowledge of men, with one wife . Silueſter the 
ſecond, while he was ſaping maſſe, being, at the noiſe of de ⸗ 
nils,ſodenly taken with an ague, and vnder ſtanding that he . 
muſt now perfozme his pꝛomiſe to the deuill, at the very 
pangs of death, requeſted that his hands, tongue. and p21- ;,,.,. ue 
uities might be cut of.Gregory the ſeuenth,at his very laſt . 
gaſpe,calling a Cardinall vnto him, pꝛonounted himſelfe 
damned, becauſe he had bzedde bate and diſſention bet wean 3 
many people, and had vniuſtiy perſecuted the Emperour , 
Henrie . lulius the thirde, b2cauſe his Phiſicion'fozbave * 
him pozke, bꝛake out into this blaſphemie; In deſpight of 
God. The ſame lulius, becauſe a cold peacock was eaten, 
which he had comaunded to be kept, fiercely raging, belched Ls 
foozth hozrible blaſphemie againſt God. And when one * 
of the Cardinalles that ſate at the table, ſaid, Let not your 
Volines be ſo much offended fo; ſo (mall a matter: The 
Pope anſwered, if Cod were ſo angrie foz one apple, that 
be dzoue our firſt parents out of paradiſe therefoze, is it not 
lawfull foz me, that am his vicar,to be angrie foz a peacock, 
which is far better then an apple? The Popes 
The fifth crime of moſt cruell murther remaynecth fo murcherers. 
be p2oued, Iulius the ſecond, within ſenen yearesſpace, (aus 1 
led aboue two hundzed thouſande C bziſtians to be llaine. 4 
Gregorie the ninth, commanded the Emperoꝛs Ambaſſa- , Era. 
f F dours, Coles, 
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dours, who bꝛought him woꝛd of the recouerie of Jeruſale, 
to be killed, againſt the law of Nations. Clemens p fourth, 
commanded Conradinus, the king of Scicils ſonne, to te os 
penly beheaded, without any right g reaſon, New what 
nedeth it to rehearce the infinite thouſands of men, whom 
the Popes hane(fo2 religiens ſake) with moſt cru: ll kinde 
of toꝛments put to death in all countreis of the wo2ld. 
Dixtly, they doe by a fewe crainples pꝛoue, that þ Popes 
bane beene traito2s: fo2 it would fill vp a whole volume, to 
repeate all. Friderick the Emperour, at the generall af; 
ſemblie ofthe States at No21nberge , complained opentte 
befoze the Pꝛinces of the Empire of the treacherie of Alex- 
ander the thirde , and read his traiterous letter, which he 
had ſent to the Souldan, the Empero2 of the Turkes. Gre- 
gorie the ſecond foꝛbade, that the accuſtomed tribute ſhout» 
be paid to the Emperour Leo. Alexander the ſixt did ſende 
to the Zurkes fo; helpe againſt the Frenchmen. Gregorie 
the ninth requeſted ths Souldane, Emperour of p Turkes, 
that be ſhould not ſurrẽder the holy land,nay,that he ſhould 
doe his endenour to kill the Cmperour. 
The ſeuenth crime, of poyſoning,commeth now fo be 


pꝛoued. Fo2 Paul the third made away his mother, and his 


Neece,by poylon, that the whole inheritance of the Farne(jj 
might fall to him. Alexander the ſixt, did moſt Turkiſhlie, 
againſt the law of Nations, deſtrop by poiſon, the bꝛother of 
Gemenus Baiazetes, the Emperoz of the Turks, who was 
inderde taken, but redxmed againe by the Turke, foz two 
hundꝛed thouſand crownes of colde . The ſame man alſo, 
while he purpoſed to nopſon certaine Cardinalles , and the 
Cup-bearers,bpy geuing him ofthe wꝛong Aellell, had allo 
reached him poiſon, he died together with the ſenatoꝛs and 
Cardinalles. Innocentius the fourth , cauſed poyſon tobe 
geuen to the Emperour in the hoaſt ozſacramental bꝛead, 


by a Palle Pꝛieſt. 
Cightly, 
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Eighthlie they ſay they bee Baſtardes - Foz Mar- The popes ba- 
tine the ſecond , was the ſonne of Palumbus a coniuring fardes and 
Pꝛie ſt, by a queane: Iohn the eleventh, was the ſonne — club. 
of Lando the firſt , by an harlot: Sergius the third, begat 
john the twelfth by Marozia that notozicus Whoze : Iokn 
tbe twelfth had lohn the fourteenth by a frumpet : Leo 
a Pꝛieſt begat lohn the ſixteenth ; Gregorie a Biſhopye, 
begat Benet the eight, and loan the two and twentith: 

Laurence an Archpꝛieſt begat Silueſter the third : Robert 
a Poncke begat Hadrian the fourth: Gregoric the twelſth 
begat Eugenius the fourth ; Leo the tenth , begat Cle- 
ment the eighth: Innocentius the third, begat Grego- 
rie the ninth, and Innoctrtius the fourth begat Hadrian the 
fifth, by filthic foꝛnications. 

And would almightie Cod haue left ſach hozrible 75% & 
villanies vupuniſhed 2 Nay ſurelie, the Colpellers al- \;,n0:5 {nc 
ledge both ſtraunge monlters, and ſpeciall puniſhments, of God for the 
whereby the Lozd declared that theſe monſtruous abomi- a>ominarions 
nations of the Popes did greeuouſlic diſpleaſe him. Fo: 
as fo2 the firſt , namelie monſters : in the dayesof Benet 
the third, at Pents. a deuill hidden vnder a pꝛieſtes cappe 
while bee was ſpzincling holie water, accuſed him in 
the hearing of manie men, that hee the night befo2e had 
layen with the Deputies daughter. Jn the dayes of Paule 
the r. accoꝛding to the pzopheſie of the holte Ghoſt, ſtarres 
were lerne to fall frõ beauen. While lohn the twelfth held v Dre. 
See, there ſpꝛong vp a well of bloud iſſuing fozth in great monſtrat. 
aboundance , When Sergius the fourth dycd , a certaine „ c 
well was turned into bloud. Benet the 9. was ſtifled bra _ 
deuill,to who he had giuf himſelfe in his life time, in whoſe an 
daes there were ſeene great beames burning in the ſkte. 

Under Paſchalis, both many other ſtraunge things fell out, 
and alſo bloud dꝛopped out of loaues of bꝛead at Spira . In 
the tyme of Lucius the third, which allowed ſe ruice ſapd by 
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thoſe that kept whoꝛes, there was amightie earth quake, 
which deſtroyed an hüdꝛed famous Cities in Ada, and fine 
and twentie thouſand men in Sicilia. 

In the peare ot our Loꝛd one thouſad two hund ed twẽ⸗ 
tie and ſoure, in the which the Dominican Friers paſſed o- 
uer into Englãd out of Italie, there aroſe great tempeſtes, 
which ouerturned churches, houſes and trees, and there fell 
bayleſtones as bigge as egges. In the dapes of Vrbane the 
fourth, who at the motid of a certaine woman o2dained the 
feaſt of Corpus Chriſti , there appeared a mightie Comet 
foz the monethes ſpace, which the veric ſame night that 
Vrbane dyed in, baniſhed away and was ſ&ne no mo2e. 
Nicolaus the third, begat of his concubine a child that had 
hapꝛes and nayles like a beare. While Iohn the foure 
and twentith aſſembling a Councell at Nome, went about 
to crowne Sigiſmund king of Bungary, Emperour, and af- 
ter Palle of the holie Ghoſt, was ſet in his thꝛone, vpon a 
ſodeine an ouglie owle, ſettled vpon a beame of the church, 
ouer againſt him. and ſtaring vpon the pope with his eyes, 
kept a howling there, vntill the pope bꝛeaking vp the Coũ⸗ 
cell,aroſe,and went his way. And at the next ſitting, when 
as the Dwle flying thither againe and ſchziching,could bee 
dziuen away neither with crying , noꝛ flinging of cudgels, 
the Councell' was fapne to be diſmiſſed without doing of 
any thing. On the day that Leo the tenth made thirty Car- 
dinals , a mightie tempeſt of lightning and thunder aroſe, 

ſo that a thunder-bolt ſmoate the Chappell where the cere- 
monies of their oꝛdination had been ſolemnized, and ftroke 
the picture of the babe Ch2ift out of our Ladyes lappe , and 
the keyes out of Peters hands. 

There were many other miracles alſo,if we liſted to re- 
hearſe the : but it is better that we alledge ſom of thoſe pu- 
niſhmets that haue light vpõſo deteſtable villanies .Siluc- 


hewed tus de- ſtrius Campanus was baniſhed by Theodora the whoziſh 
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Ladie of Rome, Conſtantinethe 2,beeing depꝛiued both of tetris of the 
his eyes and of the Popedome at a Counccll , was thꝛuſt _ * 
into an Abbay. Hadrian the third, flying from Rome in a Sce wor he's 
cookes apparell, came to Uenice, where lurking in an Ab⸗ thinges the 
bay, hee was made ouer · ſcer of a garden. Hadrian the hes of de 
wur th, beeing choakt with a xe that fle we into his mouth, c © 
gaue vp the Ghaſt. lohn the two and twentith beeing cru- boue mentio- 
ſhed with the fall of his feaſting chaber, dyed. lohn the 11. nc. 

being taken by Guies ſouldiers, was ſtifled with a piliow 

thꝛuſt into his mouth. Benet the ſixth by one Cynthius a 

Citizen of Rome was thzuſt into Hadrian-Tower , and 

there ſtrangled , foz his notozious miſdemeanours. The 

carkaſe of Boniface the ſeuenth , who dyed ſodenlie, ha- 

ning a rope tyed go his fete , was ſtabbed thzough with 

iauelins, dzagged a long thzough the ſtreetes, and buried 

in the o2dinarie and imple manner - Lucius the ſecond, 

while hee went about to enter vpon the Capitole beeing 

full of Senatours, was ſo pelted with ſfones, that he dyed 

ſho2tlie after thoſe blowes . Whenlnnocenrtius the fourth 

bad vntuſtlie condemned Robert Biſhop of L incolne, the 

ſaid Rob. had cited him to anſwere befoze the iudge Chꝛiſt: 

there was a voyce heard in the Popes Courte , crying, 

Come thou wretch to Gods lugdement. Whereſoze the 

nert day bee was found dead and blacke in his bedde , as if 

he had dyed of beating with clubbes, Nicholaus the third, 

was taken with a palſie, and dyed thereof. Benet the ninth, 

dyed of poyſon ginen him in a figge by an Abbatiſſe. Pau- 

lus the ſecond , hauing beene verie iocond at ſupper,dyed 


Leo the tenth, gaue vp the Ghoſt as hee was merrie, 
and laughing in the myds of his cuppes . Clemens the 
eighth conſpiryng with Francis kyng of Fraunce againſt 
Charles the fiſt, when Rome was taken by the Captaines 
of the ſayd Charles, was by them appꝛehended and moſt 
ſpitefullie handled , but afterwardes beeing agayne reſto- 
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red to his foꝛmer place, at the length in the y&re one theu⸗ 
ſand five hundzed thirtie and foure, was ſtifled with the 


ſmoake of Toꝛches, togither with other Cardinals. 
Theſe therefore are the cauſes wherfore the Goſpellers 
refuſe to admit the Popes fo2 Judges. 

Fo2 firſt, they ſay that it is againſt the lawes of God 
and man,that the Popes ſhould be both parties and Jud- 
ges. Foz euen by the common iudgement of the Canoniſts 
the Pope is not ſufficient iudge, no although he were guil- 
tie of the crime ofhereſie only, but muſt be iudged by o- 
thers. 

But hereunto, they ſay ,they haue ioyned all theſe ſo 
many hozrible and abhominable vices, whercof although 
they had not as pet beene condemned, but only charged with 
them, yet they might not only not be Judges, but alſo not 
fo much as accuſe the meaneſt man that is,ofany crime,vn- 
till they had ſuffictcntlye clred themſclues of all thoſe 


faultes. 


Finally, ith it is manifeſt that this is the Law of al nati- 
ons, that in conſultation of hard matters,ſentence ſhould be 
giuen accoꝛding to þ iudgement of the greater parte(eſpect- 
ally when the greater parte is eſtemed and meaſured not 
only by the number of perſons, but alſo acco2ding to the des 
gree and pꝛopoꝛtion of the whole ſtate) and the Bingdomes 
befoze mencioned, which haue condemned the Popes, do 
eaſily make two of the thꝛe partes of Chꝛiſtendome: they 
ſay very juſtly, that they may refuſe the Popes, Wherfo2e 
either let them firſt clerre themſelues of thoſe moſt hainous 
accuſations, oz if they cannot ſo do, let them not thꝛuſt in 
themſelues, foz iudges of the controucrſies of the C bhurche. 
Fo; otherwiſe the Goſpellers ſay,that they will make the 
Popes that anſwere, which long ſince Pope lohn the 2 2+ 
receiued from the Grecians, vnto whom when he had weit- 
ten that he alone was the head of the Church and Chzilts 
Uickar, they replyed thus bz&fcly. 

We 
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We doe throughly beleue thy power to be ſoueraigne 
ouer thy Subiects: Thy great pride we cannot brook,thy 
vnſatiable greedines we are not able to ſatiſſie: The De- e coun 
- vill be withthee, becauſe God is with vs. od add 

It remaineth that the goſpellers ſhewe why, and how in :<l:gion, 
far fo2th they acknowledge not the councels fo2 iudges. 254 hon tarre 
And they ſay that they do this, moued thereunto with moſt — 
waightie cauſes, Foz firlt,there haue bene many councels . 
which haue wonderfully crred, not anely in manners, but 1: fit cauſe, 
alſo in poynts of doctrine. And thereof it came, that not a- 
fe we times pꝛouinciall councels were amended by gene- 
rall councels, and contrarie wiſe, Gencratl councels co2- 
reed by national councels, Pozeouer, cuen the beſt coun- The ſecond 
tels that haue beene, haue not handled all the articles of the ca. 
faith, but onlpe a few controuerſies, which ſpecially were 
folled 4 beaten in their dates. Beſides this, it is manifeſt The third 
out of ſfozies, that euen in thoſe goldt times, ſuch was part⸗ 
lye the p2ide, partlpe the wilpneſſe, partlye the ignozance, 
and partly the wickednes of ſome Biſhops, that not the ſpi⸗ 
rit of Gad, but the ſpirite of diſcozd, may ſeme to haue ben 
pꝛeſident in their councels, 

Finallye we read that in theſe laſt times ſuch councels The fourth , 
haue been held, wherin wicked opinions, and either vnpꝛo⸗ 
fitable,02 burtfull ceremonies haue ben bꝛought in, eſtabli⸗ 
ſhed not by reaſons, o authoꝛitie of the woꝛd of God, but 
by fozce 4 armes. The which things, leaſt any man might 
ſay, to be ſpoken launderouſly and falſely,it may be ſhe w- 
ed by a bzecfe bedꝛoule of the councels. Fo2 if a man ſhall 
peruſe the ſto21es of olde times, he ſhal finde this to be molt 
true. that euen as accoꝛding to the old tradition of the houſe 
ol Elias, the whole tune of the viſtble wo2ld is deutded by The tradition 
two thouſands. (Foz there ſhall be ſire thouſand yeeres ot the houſe of 
and then the burning of all thinges, two thouſand voide, Elias, 
two thouſand vader the Lawe, two thouſand the dates of 


Meſsias 


Ro 


— * 
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Meſsias, and fo2 our ſins which are manye and great, there 

 . ſhall be wanting, the reeres that ſhall be wanting) Se 
— likewiſe is the time of Meſsias deuided into thz& Circuits 
or diviſions oz poztions, within the which allo almoſt all Ringdomes 
new Teſta» do fel an alteration. Mithin theſe th2e circles, the true re- 
men-. ligion and Catholick Church is found to weare and ware 
The Se like to the Bane. Foz, foz the ſpace of flue hundzeth yeres 
Mocue. after Chꝛiſt, although there fell out great contentions a- 
Aroc. 1. bout the Sonne of Gad, and other weightie matters, by E- 
7 cle of bion, Cerinthus and others, pet did the trueth pꝛeuaile, 
bacngte ese: and log the ſpaceof whole ſiue hundzed pres, the Church, 
47:.1.6.15, flouriſhed and continued, as it were, at the full mone. Foz 
The foure ſe- within this compaſle there fel the four fix ſt Sinodes oz aſ- 
— — ſemblies of the Apoſtles, aud afterwards the foure generall 
Nice.z28s, coumtelles. Wherof the firſt being called togither by Con- 
Ol Conſtanti- ſtantine the great, condemned Arius. The ſecond helde at 
nople. 381. Conſtantinople aſſembled by ITheodoſius, confuted the 
por he OR Macedonians . The thirde kept at Epheſus, ſummoned 
©'Chalcedon by Theodoſius the ſecond, the Sonne of Archadius, con- 
455. demned Neſtorius . The fourth celebꝛated at Chalcedon, 
commaunded by Martianus, condemned Eutiches, The 

crit des of theſe foure generall councels, as expoſitions of 

the faith, the reloꝛmed Church doth willingly imbzace. 

The :cond Foz they are grounded vpon the foundation of the holye 
circle of ue Scriptures themſelues. But in the ſiue hundzed peers next 
hundred following,errour did ſo wꝛaſtle with trueth, that alone as 
8 men had once ſtepped ſomewhat aſide from the path of the 
Scriptures, by and by many buddes of falſe opinions and 
burtful ceremonies ſpꝛung vp, and grew moze and moze. 
Foz inthe firſt general councell held at Conſtantinople, 
atembled by the Emperour Tuſtinian , they were confu⸗ 
ted, that ſaid that the body of Chꝛiſt was incozruptible . In 
the ſixt, which Conſtantine the firſt, ſurnamed Barbatus, 
called together in the ſame place, the Ponothelites were 


condemned. But the councels that after war des followed, 
almoſt 
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almoſt all of them decr&e matters, either cþildiſh , 02 elſe 
flat contrarie to the woꝛd of God, Foz in the ſcuenth gene- 
ralcouncel, which at the commaundementof the Empꝛeſſe 
was adiourned from Conſtantinople to Nice, it was decre- 
ed, not by the woꝛd of God, but by mayne fo:ce of an armie 
leuied out of Thꝛacia, that images ſhould be honoured,and 
wo2zlhipped. Aud in they eighth general councel, which 
when Baſilius was Emperour , was aſſembled at Con- 

fantinople, when Adrian Biſhoppe of Rome had ſent his 

deputies 02 Leuetenants thither, and cammaunded that the 

Church of Kome ſhould be the head of other Churches,and 

that the common pcople ſhould be debard from all choiſe of 
their miniſters: there grew an inward grudge betwane 
the Latin and Creke Churches foz the ſupꝛemacie, which 
tontinueth euen bntill this day. But in the other flue hun 
* dzedycarcs that remaypne, there followed ſuch councells, 
wherein we ſee almoſte no god thing, but all wicked and d:cd yeares, 
fonde thinges rather, eſtabliſh ed. 

At the councell of Ments (fo; let me, out of each of theſe 
hundꝛeds, picke and cull foozth one ſinod a peece,foz the mas 
nifeſting of the matter) whereat bath dope, and the 
Emperour were pzeſent , with an hundzed and thirtie 
Biſhops,there was conlultatis foz the fozbidding of pzteſts 


marriage, 


In the councel held at Bꝛixia, which was called by the 
Emperour Henry, Gregoric the ſeuenth foz his villanies 
befoze mentioned, was depoſed. Jn the councellof Papia, 
when the Emperour Fridericke would haue refourmed 
the elegion ofthe Popes, there aroſe a ſchiſme of twentie 
reares continuance , which laſted till the Pope had troad 
bpon the Einperours necke at Wenice. 

In the councell of Lions, Innocentius the fourth made 
an ac againſt the Emperour Henric the ſecond, and authcs 
rized the Cardinals to were red Caps, and ride on ho2ſee, 


At the counſel of Aienna in F2ance , Clemens the firſt did 
Go 
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lolemnly publiſh his Clementine conſtitutions, which al- 
though at his death he had cõmaunded to be burned, as thoſe 
wherein he kne we there were many ſnares and er rours, 
pet lohn the two and twentieth, bis ſucceſſour, did againt 
confirme and ratifte them. Sigiſmund the Emperour cal- 
led a generall councell , at Conſtance, wherein lohn the 
the and twentieth was depoſed . There were mwꝛeouer 
burnedat it, contrarie to ſolemne pꝛomiſe, lohn Hus, and 
lerome of Prage, betauſe they held the opinid of lohn wick- 
liefe the Engliſhman, who taught both many other pointes 
agreeable to the wo2d of God, and alſo that the Loꝛdes ſup- 
per fyould be miniſtred whole, without the vzeame of con- 
ſubſtantiation. 

There was a councel aſſembled at Baſil when the ſame 
Sigiſmund was Emperour, wheretn it was decre&d, that 
the Popes ought to be ſubiec to the counccls, Which whe it 
diſliked Eugenius, bee remoued the councell, firſt to Bono- 
nia, and then to Ferraria, and from thence to Fl6zence, 
whereas, although John Palzologus the Emperour of the 
Grecians, vpon hope of ſuccour againſt the Turkes , and 
the Kuſſians alſo, did pꝛomiſe obedience top Se of Kome, 
pet notwithſtanding afterwards when they were returned 
whome , e the reſt ſoꝛ god cauſes would not agre to them, 
there could be no peace concluded with the Pope. 

At length alſo lulius the ſccond called a councel at La- 
terane, and Paule the third at Trent: in the which becauſe 
they pꝛoceded not accoꝛding to the rules pzeſcribed in the 
wo2de of God, therefoze the Goſpellers affirme that they 
are not bound to their decrees . By all which it appeareth 
what manner of councels haue bene kept in theſe later 
hundzed yearcs. Foz as foz the contrarietic of coun! els. it 
is the eaſieſt matter of a thouſand to ſhe w it. Foꝛ the coun⸗ 
cel of Chalcedon condemnedEutiches,the counccl of Ephe⸗ 
ſas alowed him: the counſel of Nice condemned Arrius, the 


tountel of Sardice, @mirna, and ꝙ illan, defended him. 


The 
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The Councel of Africa, whereof Cyprian was mode» n 
ratoꝛ, detretd, that thoſe which had beene baptized by Here peer ts. 
tikes , ſhould be baptized anew : the Countell of Carthage 0 4: ©o5/* 
fozbadc it, Che Councell of Epheſus, celebꝛated when Ce 
jeſtinus was Pope, allowed men to communicate both 
kindes in the Sacrament: the Councell of Confance , vn- 
der lohn the thz& and twentie , and of Laterane, vnder 
Innocentius the thirds, did fo bid it, The Councel of Cha- 
lons confirmecth ſacrifice foz the dead, the Councell of Cars 
thage fo2biddeth it. The Councel of Anchira, Nice, Gran- ,,, _ . 
gren, Toledo, and Jllibcris , allowe the mariage of Pini · 
ſters, the Councell of Neoceſaria,Chalcedon Agatha, and 
ſundꝛ ie other s, ſoꝛbidde it The Councell of Toledoe per- 
mitteth Concubines, the thirde Conncell of Carthage, 
and the Councell of Baſill,bnder Eugenius the fourth,con- 
demne them, The Councell held by Alexander, fozbiddeth V 0.c4.54 
men to heare the maſſe of a pꝛieſt, that kepeth a toncubme, 
but the Councell kept vnder Lucius the third, follerateth it. 

Che Councell of Gangrene condemneth thoſe that thzuſts 
newe o2dinances vppon the people, the ſixth Countell of 
Conſtantinople alloweth it. The Coance!l of Toledoe,in 34 
the eleuenth Cannon, fozbidveth Images, the ſixth Coun- 
cell of Conſtantinople , andmany others, confirme and 
appꝛoue them. 

What needes moze wozdes * The Councell of A- 
fricadiſalloweth the Popes ſupzemacie , the ſixth Coun- 
cell of Chalcedon, and diuers moe, allo we it. The Couns 
tell vnder Gelaſius made a decree againſt Tranſubſtantia- „ cv 
tion, the Councell of Flozence , vnder Victor the ſeconde, „abt 
and of Laterane, under lonocentius the thirde , eſta⸗ 
bliſh it. 

Beholde the authozitie of Councels, behold their agree 
ment. And theſe are the reaſons why the Coſpellers will 

not ſimply admitte the Coancels foz Judges, in the contro⸗ 
© 2 uerſies 
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nerfics of Religion ; but as ſwozne witneſſes, and that 

to ſo farre foozth onelie, as their depoſitions ſhall agra 

with the derde of the will, and the meaning of the will 
The wordes of maker, whiche is the Lo God . Wherefore Auguſtine 
Aucufline, doth verie well aduiſc that in tontrouerſies of the Churches 
Lib.1.c0n:don, wee followe not the authozitie of the Councell, either 
de Bap.-4-3-45. of Rice o Ariminum , as a guide, ſith wee are not 
[7% +: bounde thereunto , but that rather matter may bee com 
Mif.Eccle, con, pared with matter, cauſe with cauſe , and reaſon with 
Duc, Treaſon by the anthozitic of the Scrixtures . Foz moze 
e credite is to bee giuen to a man of the common ſozte, 
ron. in n that ſpeaketh the trueth actozdyng to the Ster iptares, 
Ambre.in i. cor. then to a generall Councell,that bzingeth a lye againlt the 
4. Gregor. Mag. Scriptures. 


— = There remaineth the third kynde of! udges , name- 
not be iudgts lie, the auncient Fathers. But the Goſpcllers lay, they 
ofReligion. ran not abſolutelie admitte theſe neither,foz Judges. Foz 
1. firſt they ſay that there are ver ie fewe that are verie aun. 
tient, which notwithſtanding haue alſo moſt plainlie de⸗ 
2. clared, that they may erre. And d gaine they alledge that the 
age after enſuing, was ſo generally ouertaken, and ſtrong- 
lie poſſeſt with a falſe perſuaſion and opinion concerning 
pꝛaper to the dead, building of Churches,ſaperſtitious ce- 
lebꝛating the memoziall of marty2s,allego2icall and miſti⸗ 
call erpoſition of the Scriptures, ſingle life, moncheric,and 
a multitude of ceremonies, that many Biſhops partlie of 
ignoꝛaunce partlie of couetouſneſſe, partlie of vayne glo- 
rie, and finallie partlie of mere wickedneſſe, were ſo 
farre from ſtopping and repzeſſing , that they rather coun- 
tenaunced and ſuppozted all theſe errours. This might 
be pꝛoued by many examples, but a fewe will ſcrue fo2 ths 
clearing of the matter. 
The errors, The godly imbzace Tertulliã ſo farre foꝛth, as out of the 
e mperie- Wzitten wozd of he confuted Marcion, and Praxeas, 
who 
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who denied both the Godhead and manhode of Chzift. aon, of the 
But in that bee maintaineth the errours of the Pillena- Fathers, 
ries and condemneth ſecond mariages,therein they iurge 
that he erreth . Cyprian was of ſound tudgement in the dos c,, ;+. 
arine of the bolie Trinitie,. oł the Saptiſme of infants , and 

ble of the Lozdes Supper: but be errcth in this, that he de- 

tra d, that thoſe which had bene Beptiſed by berotickes, 

ſhould bee Baptiſed agapne, and did to oucriaſhinglie cx- 

toll virgiuitie, and (ctte-penaunce . Baſill iudged aright 54. 
of the Trinitie, of repentaunte, and iuſtification but here⸗ 
in hee is not without fault, that bee firſt ſet vp ſocieties of 
Monckes, which are now thought to haue gro wen to farre 
out of kinde from their firſt inſtitution. Gregoric Nazi- Gregorie Neri. 
anzene wit many thinges well, but bee was oncrſhotte <3: 
in this that hee ſermeth to hold pzayer to Saintes. Chri- ch. 
ſoſtome handled manie matters erceding well , but 
when hee ſtretcheth his eloquence to extoll vowed Pil- 
grimages , and pzaper foz the dead, hee is judged fo erre. 
Ambroſe wait not a fewe things verie religiouſlie of the %% 
Trinitie , and ol the doctrine of intification : but the refoz- 
med Church doth reien thoſe counterfeit and foꝛged bokes, 
which go abzoad vnder his name . Icrome did very god ſer ⸗ Je 
uice to the Church, when he diſputeth, that our regenation 
is not wꝛought by the ſtrigth of our fre will: but not with- 
ſtidingin the meane while, he erreth moſt groſſely x ſhame- 
fully in this, that he ſo diſpꝛapſeth mariage, that hee calleth 
her a whoze, which marieth the ſecond time. Auguſtine the Augy/ne. 
moſt ſincere of all the old fathers, deſerueth very wel ofthe 
Church, while he confutcth the Arriis, Banichcis, Dona - 
tits c Pelagias by the woꝛd of God: but whereas he ſtag- 
gereth about Purgato2p 4 vowes,therein he is thought not 
to haue takt counſell with p woꝛd of God. Gregory iudgeth Gregariee 
rightly wh# he ſaid, he was Antich21\t, that ſought to be cal- 
led Vaniuerſal Biſhop, but he erreth very fearcfully, while he 

O iy pulleth 
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pulleth aſunder the lawſull mariages of the Tinifers ot 
Gods wozd, when he ſaith, it is vnlawfull to renounce a ſo- 
litarie life , and while hee is induced by night apparitions 
and viſions, to allo we of doctrines contrarie to the wozd of 


Gad. | 
The r:timo: And now howe theuld the Coſpellers abſolutelie 
chers make a. admitte the fathers ſoz iudges: when as the playntiefes 

gainſt the Pa them ſelues doe not allowe and obſerue all their ſay- 

piſtes. 2 inges, | 

——_— '* Ambroſe ſaith, that when we haue perfo2mcd the due» 

cap, tie of common ciuilitie towardes the dead, in bur ping them, 

we ſhould then let them alone. 

Gelaſius ſaith, that the ſubſtaunce of bꝛead and wine in 
the Sacrament doth ſo rem aine and not ceaſſe, as there re. 
maineth in Chꝛiſt the Loꝛd, the nature of man io pned to the 
diu ine nature. 

Auguſt lib. 2. Auguſtine ſaith, that it is raſhne ſſe, without plaine and 
— HH manifeſt teſtimonies ot the Scriptures to determine on ei- 
; ther ſive , matters of Rellgion that are doubtfull. 
Clans di. Calixtus deliuered the Sacrament tothe whole church, 
de conſecr3s zept backe notoꝛious wickedperſons from it, andcondem- 
ned thoſe which being pꝛeſent, did not communicate, 
oi ub. e Cyprian ſaith, that the Chꝛiſtian people were not to be 
cap. Epi. 2. denyed the bloud of their Lozd, foz the tonfeſſing of whom, 
they were commaunded to ſhed their owne bloud, 
Apolle Eccl.hiſ., Apollo, amongeſt other bereſies,0bzayded Montanus 
i6.5.c3- 1% with this, that he was the firſt, that had pzeſcribed the peo- 
ple, lawes of faſting. 
* paphnutius dented that þ ꝙiniſters ofthe church were 
ep. Halle. s be fozbidden mariage - And auouched that the mutuall 


Gelafiu in con- 
cilio Ram. 


ö pet foꝛmante of mar iage dueties betwene man and wife, 
was chaſtitie. 

in. 2. Cyprian ſapd that onely Chzift was to bee heard, of 

pd. i. whom it was ſaid, heare him, and that it was not to be re» 


regarded 
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regarded what others befoze vs haue cither ſaide oz done: 
but what Chziſt (who was befoze all) hath commaun- 
bed. 
Auguſtine ffoutly maintaineth, that the Church ought — | 
not to pꝛefer her ſeife befoze Chꝛiſt, becauſe be alwaies — 
iudgeth truely, but the Judges of the Church. as being men, 

are oftentimes miſtaken. 

Ambroſe (aide, that holy things n&ded not golde, nci- 1 - 
ther were thoſe things acceptable by meanes of gold, which © © 
wree not bought with golde, . 

Acatius ſaid, that our God did neither eat noz dzink, and „ 
that ther foꝛe he needed not cuppes 02 bowles. I 2 

Spiridion ſaide, that he did thereſoze frelye eate fleſhe, Spundion. 
on l hat day wherin others did abſtaine, becauſe be was a2 1 
Chzi ſtian. Lib.t.cap.10. 

| Auguſtine ſaide, that it was not lawfull foz Ponkes fo _ 

liue at other mens coſt, although they were daplp occupied —* 17. 
in meditations, pꝛaiers, and ſtudies. T7 

Epiphanius ſaid, that it was a hozrible abhomination.to EP Pry 
le the Image either of Chzift,oz any other, painted in the wandadea by 
Churches of Chꝛiſtians. lerom. 

Theſe and other ſuch bounds of the auntient Fathers, 
ſith the Der of Rome her ſelfe hath ouer-Cfrided ; by what 
right ſhe maye eniopne others to keepe that, which the 
ber ſelfe negledeth to do, all men may eaſily iudge. 

Sith therfoze, neither the Popes, neither the councele, 

no; the Fathers can end this diſſention, is there any at laſt 8 

I pꝛay vou, vnto whoſe iudgement we mult ſtand, Are they That — 
Traditions that muſt ftrike the ſtroke? Why, by the name J er och 
of Traditions they mult cither vnderſtand ceremonies, 02 ga. 
doctrines : and as fo2 ceremonies, although they be aunti⸗ i 
ent, pet il they be either burtfull oz n&dleſſe, and ſuperſlu⸗ 75 — 2 1 
048,02 repugnant to the wa2d of God, 02 haue beenabzo- 7:.14./5.r.cor.z 
nated at a certain time, thep are not to be ſuffered. Foz the 3-12.43 cap 


Loꝛd giueth expꝛeſſe tonnnaundement that men wozſhip — 
, bim $3857, To 
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bim not with doctrines deuiſed by mens b:a{nes:and as foz 
the traditions that are doctrinall, they mult either containe 
1.0.31. in them, the wꝛitten woꝛd of God it ſelfe, Creedes, and ex⸗ 
IE poſitions,gathered by neceſſary collection cut of the foun- 
dations of the ſcriptures, againſt Heretickes, 02 elſe thoſe 
things which either directly oz indirectly, are either put to, 
a2 taken from the woꝛd of Cod. If pou meane the fozmer, 
who will not receyue ſuch traditions? 
If the later, who may not without any bꝛeach of God- 
lines, reiea them? And how much Traditions doe auails 
to appeaſe and ceaſſe the contentions ofthe Church, olde 
Stozies doe plainly ſhew. 
Foz when as in the moſt auncient times there aroſe a 
8 th 8 ſturre in the Church concerning the feaſt of Eaſter, with 
* ſo great a do, that the whole woꝛld was ſhaken there with, 
— " ac. both ſides had recourſe to the traditions of the Apoſtles, 
fulen Ejuſt 36. which are not expꝛeſſed in any certain Boke. But when 
each ſide alleadged that they kepte the feaſte of Caſter on 
that time which was appointed by tradition of the Apo⸗ 
ſtles: the matter grew to this paſſe in the end, that there 
Nen epi. ad . Was a flat frdome foz the Church, in all ſuch manner of 
#orem Epic. matters, vntill tirannp pꝛeuailed. 


** Loe what fozce traditious haue to determine the contro- 
uerſies of Religion. 

Will miracles then make manifeſt which is the better 

p cauſe, or the Catholick church? Why, the vſe of miracles 


Aug.5. ev12 is now cealed. Foz there is not now any new Coſpelt oz 
Ts new doctrine bzoached, but that which Chꝛiſt and the Apo 
ſtles haue already confirmed with miracles and wonders. 
Againe we doe not reade that all thoſe that reſfozev,aud 
a9 it were refo2zmed Religion, were famous fo: their my- 
racles: In the which number lohn Bapriſt , Aſaph, Ethan, 
ledithun, Heman, Core, andother P2ophets, are to be 
reckonned. ozeouct, except the gift of miracles be lefte to 
the wile diſpoſition ef God , they cannot confirae any doc- 
tr ine 
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trine- Foz it is manifeſt that the miracles of Chziſt which 

other wiſe were full of power, did either nothing at all oz t: 
very litle, further the obſtinate Iewes to faith, and Godly. 3.7/2. 
neſſe. Ang e. 

Finally how could miracles be neceſſarie ſi gnes of true yg 8 
Religion, ot themſelues, when as it is manifeſt that Anti- , 
chꝛiſt and falſe P;opbets ſhall excell with many miracles? 2/8. 
wherefoze thoſe miracle mongers ought themſelues to Cheyſoff- * 
be taken foz miracles and wounders, who when the date, 
and vſe of miracles is paſt, doe pet require miracles: al- 
though the true doctrine is not cuen at this day altogether 
deſtitude ofgreat miracles. 

What then can the perpetuall and continuall ſucceſſi- 67 rin: 8 
on of the Biſhops of Rome ſerue to diſcerne betwene Pope, cannot 
true, and falſe Religion 2? Surely no man will deny that be 1udge of te- 
there is one ſucceſſion of true doctrine, and another of per- 0. 
ſons, wherefoze if the (ncceſſion of Perſons be toyned with 
the ſucceſſion of the Pzophets , and Apoſtles doctrine, it is 
manifeſt doubleſſe, that the weight thereof is not ſmall. 

Foz in this ſenſe the Fathers did alleage ſucceſſion a- 7» rr. Maxim. 
gainſt the Vereticks. Foꝛ he that pzofeſſeth the ſame docs . 

« trine (ſaith Nezianzen)is partaker of the ſame chaire alſo: 

but hee that holdeth a contrarie doctrine, ought not to bee 

counted a Succeſſour: and truely this later bath the name 

in deede, bat that fozmer hath the trueth of ſucceſſion. Ex- 

cept perhaps a man call it ſucceſſion in that ſence , that we 7. H- 
ſay ſickneſſe ſucc&deth health: light darkneſſe: a ſtoꝛme 

fapre weather, madneſſe reaſon : dꝛegges wine: and in a 

woꝛd, Nero Auguſtus:0zCambyſes,Cyrus. Sith therfo;e 

the ſucceſſion of the Pꝛophets and Apoſtles doctrine was 

b:oken off long agoe in the popiſh Church ſurely the 02s Thus far reach 
dinarie continuance of Pope after Pope is of no fozre to che words of 
thew which is the true religion. But it may be, they will ] x. 
demaund of the Goſpellers,the time and perſon, wherein 

the ſucceſſion of doctrine was altered. 
_ Unto 
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Whenthe ſuc- Unto this the Goſpellers anſwere, that the Popes of 
ceflion of doc. Rome are to be diſtinguiſhed into thʒæ eſpeciall rankes oz 
erinewa te” companies. Foz they deny not that from Linus to Milchia- 
e Church. des, there were one and thirtie true Paſtours of them in 
The firſt oe number, who laboured in the Loꝛds harueſt euen vnto mars 
of Popes. tirdome, and therefoze may well be called @tarres in the 
Aroca, | right hand of Chzilt. But from Slueſter the firſt, vnto Sa- 
The ſecond binianusThuſcus, there were thꝛe and thirtie mytired 
order of popes Biſhops, who although they were not the waz, pet by 
Ty. 4.4 traditions and conflitutions, they paepared a ſeate fo2 the 
— — great Antichꝛiſt. All the reſt, euen vnto this pzeſent Pope, 
The fourth thep call Antichziſts: pet ſo, that nine and thirtie of them, 
company. from Boniface the third and fourth, vnto Leo the fourth, are 
Wy. ral reckoned to be in the Ringdome of the great beaſt: one and 
— thirtie ol them, from Iohn the eight to lohn the eightenth, 
Apoc.z79, ure numbzed in the Kingdome of the great whoze : nine and 
The ſixt com- thirtie of them, vntill the time of Celeſtine the fourth, be- 
pany. 44-20. long to the Kingdome of the Dꝛagon: And from Innocen- 
tius the fourth, vntill the pzeſent Pope that now is, about 
thzeeſcoze and foure of them, are counted in the Kingdome 
ol Locuſts, accoꝛding to the oder of the Pzophecie which 
Ap*9. God would haue to be exp;eſſely ſet downe, conterning the 
Aingdome of Antichz iſt. Loe what fozce and authozitie ſuc- 

ceſſion hath. 
That bare vni- Mill agreement then in publick doctrine and outward 
ebe voorſhip, ſhe lu which is inderd the catholicke Church?why 
il meer agreement did pꝛoue the true Church : doubtles ney- 


true church, 
ther the ewes, noz the Turkes, no; Bereticks, oꝛ Yea- 
then of any other ſuch litter, would be kept out from the ti⸗ 
fle of the true Church, fith we ſe& that euen they alſo do 
| louſlie agree amongſt themſelues. 
The falling we ſc that oftentimes great men in the church haue 


out of great fallen into hoat contentions amongſt themſelues Between 


* Barnabas and Paule there aroſe ſuch ſtrife , that they 


b:ake 
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bzakeofcompanye one from another. Do Peter of Alexans zA 
dria, and Meletius: ſo Epiphanius and Chriſoſtome: ſo le- 16. S , 
rome, Auguſtine and Ruffinus: So finally, Cyrill, ohn of 77% Core 
Antioch, and Theodoret, were at open variante and iarres 
ont with another . And in deed, Clemens Alexandrinus 
wziteth , that the Jewes did vpbzaidthe Chziſtians with 17. 
their dillentions amongſt themſelves. uns 
By all which it is mwꝛe cleare than the none dapes, 
that as a bare agreement and vnitie cannot p2oue the truth 
of Religion, ſo neither doe all diſſentions pꝛoue a eligion 
fo be falſe, ſo that the foundation be not bꝛoken by the dil⸗ 
c02de. Tha olde cuſ- 
Can the common Cuſtome then of many ages, direc 2 
ds where to ſke the true churthꝰ Nay, but God hath foz- et 
bidden the faithful to ſuffer his euet laſt ing truth, to be ouer Church. 
ruled by any compaſle of pe ares, any cuſtome, 02 at a wozd 12. 
by apy conſpiracie of the whole woꝛld. So Noye with his — 
ſmall family, when he ſawe that the whole woz la had con 
ſpired and agreed to the ſame wickednes,confirmed by the 
cuſtome of many ages befoze paſt, yet choſe rather to ioyne 
with a fewe in the true doctrine of God, than to take parte 
with the whole wozld in wickednes. —_— 
Shall the Church then decide theſe controuerſies of the be 4g e. 
Church ? yea, but wee muſt firff ſeuere the true Church That the word 
from the @ynagogue of the Palignant , which can be done — onely 
by no other meanes, but by the woꝛd of God. —— 
Shall then the holie ſcriptures be Judge in this contro- r Relgiog. 
nerſie of heires at variance? So in derde the Goſpellers ng. 7/477, cop, 
would haue it. — — ut 
Foz they affirme with Auſtine, Chriſoſtome, and other 4. . ful. 
ol the Fathers, that all things are contained in the waitten 5A 20. 


wozd of God , that might luffice foz the laluation of them 5e. = 


that beleue. | Chriſoft, Homil, 
Fos, as Auguſtine ſaith in another place: Zo the _ 1222 


Y 2 
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Lb. de nata of the holy Scriptures onlye, which are now called tanoni- 
22 Lat tall, do we owe this reuerence and honour, that we aſſu- · 
, redly belcene that none of the wziters therof could errę at 


2 I 11. All in wziting them: but as foz others, we ſo reade them, 
Ad paxinm, thathow excellent ſoeuer they be, either fo: holines oz lear⸗ 
gh -:n"; ning, we do not therfoze think it true, becauſe they thought 
Seen gab. g. lo, but becauſe they haue been able to aſſure vs therof,either 
AdVinc.Douw, by the ſaid Canonicall Scriptures, oz by p2obable reaſon, 
_— notdiſagreeing from the trueth. 

Therfozeſaith he in an other place) to the holy &crip- 
tures alone do we conſent without gainſaping: from other 
wꝛitings we may diſſent, but to the canonicall Scriptures 

Hirherro euery man muſt peld,cuery man muſt ſubſcribe, whether 

reach oo - hebeLayman,oz teacher, oz King, oꝛ Emperour, let him 

daun. Siueplacetotheholy Scriptures, then the which there is 
nothing in this wozld ſet fozth moze deuine, and moze ne- 
ceſſary. 

What can be moze religions? what moze cler then theſe 

In what ſore teſtimonies of Auguſtine? And if the Goſpellers can obtain 

the Fathers, thus much once, that God may be iudge of the controuerſies 

connc7+3"4 al religion by his wozd,compzehendedin the wzitings of 

recciveds, the P2ophets and Apoſtles : why then they do not ſtick to 
admit either conncels, oz Fathers, oz miracles, o: other 
ſuch like,fo2 ſwozne witneſſes: ſo that firſt the true Church 
be diſtinguiſhed from the Sinagogue of Sathan : Fathers 
of ſound credit,from fond fellowes and heretickes: lawfull 
councels,from tirannicall couenticles : right Bokes, from 
counterfeits : true miracles from copned and fo2ged ones: 
the ſucceſſion of Doarine, from the diſguiſed ſucceſſion of 
perſons: true agreement, from obſtinate conſpiracie : and 
— the traditions of the Apoſtles, from the inuent ions 
of men. 

How may the Pea, but ſaith the See of Rome, how can this be done by 


Scriptures be 
ludges, ſith he- 


the wꝛitten woꝛd of God, ſith there is no heretick that doth 


reticks don 
wrieit them? 


not alleadge the Scriptures foz himſelfe? 
Tbe 


| 
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The Colpellers aunſwere, that heretickes wzefſting the 

the Scriptures, cannot be better conſuted then by the w2it- 

ten wozd of God, which onelie is able to decyde all con- 

trouerſies, Foz Auguſtine ſapd verie well, that we in 2 G 
no caſe pꝛeſume to iudge the bokes of the Pzophetes and b. „ges og 
Apoſtles , but py by them we iudge all other wzittings both auguſtice. 

of Chziſtians and Paganes. So Chziſt by the Scriptures 4: .4.& u1. 
tonfuted the Phariſeis , Sadduces, pea and the deuill him 

ſelfe miſalledging the Scriptures : So Stephen, and A- = 6. . 8. & 
pollos confounded the Je wes, and Philippe conuinced * 

the Cunuke of Qucne Candace by the Scriptures . ©0 ,z, 

the Apoſtles confirmed the Goſpell by the wzitinges of 

the P;ophetes : The Jewes of Berea examined Paules . 14 
doctrine by the doctrine and wziting of the Pꝛophetes: :,,.,45..2 
Do finallie the Councell of Nice cut downe Arrius, the % 44.3. 
Councell of Conſtantinople Macedonius , the Councell confeſſerp: 16. 
of Chalcedone Eutiches-, the Councell of Epheſus Ne- ef 
ſtorius, Auguſtine Pelagius , Tertullian Praxeas, and all " 
the Catholicke authours fanſta(icall fellowes, with the 
\wozd of the woꝛd of God. 

Wherfoze(as Auguſtine ſaith) let no man in controuer- The verie 
ſies to p2oudly obiec the wꝛitinges, either of Fathers 02 of wordes of Au- 
Councels,bycauſe we take them not as Canonicall,but ra. e n. 
ther examine them by the Canonical wzitinges , andthat 7/35 
which in the agreeth with the authozitie of the holy Scrip- 
tures, we recciue with their commendation ; that which a- 
greeth not, we teien with their leaue. 

But(ſay they) the Scripture is heard,darke 4 doubtfull, Thar the holie 
Auguſtine aunſwereth,that me walke farre moze ſafely by Scriprure is 
the Scriptures, then by traditions , which being ouerſha- — * 
dowed x darkned with figuratine ſperchs, whe we go about ö 
to ſearch out, either let that be collected thence which is out 
of queſtion,o2 it it be in queſtis, let it be defined by teſtimo- 
nies gottf and gathered from all places that may be, out of 
the lame Scriptures. Foz ſo (ſaith he further) hath the holy 

Y uy ghoſt 
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Ohoſt tempered the Scriptures, that that which is ſpoken 
in one plate ſomewhat darkelie, is in another place moze 
tleerelie ſet down: which things (ith they thus ſtand, it fol, 
loweth, that this is the only meanes that is left to conclude 
a peace, if the matter be determined by the pure wozde of 
God alone, and that religion only be tudged true, and that 
church Catholick, 4 of the right beleefe , which in all points 
agreeth tothe woꝛd of God rightly vnderltode. 

The See ol Nome leauing all theſe reaſons of the re- 
mW fozmed Church, pꝛoteſteth that although ſhe ſc that the 
+ the Church Golpellers religion doth not much differ from tye wzitten 
of Rome. wood of God, nay,that it agreeeth ther vnto in all thinges, 

vet ſhe cannot allow it, ſith it ſpzung from heretickes, from 
TO of ſuch as were not ſent of God, and laſt of all from innoua- 
ters, * fours, andſuchas bzing in new oꝛders. 
That the refor The Goſpellers on the other ſide intreat the Church of 
med Church is Rome, that ſhe would not accuſe the of ſo greenous crimes, 
„„ namely, of hereſte, vnla wrull calling and innouation, but 
\ 4... 1... that rather if ſhe ſe that their religion doth agre with 
Auen. lb. 3. thetructh of God, contained in the wzitinges of the Pꝛo- 
Amaliwn. Gb, phets and Apoſtles, ſhe would not be vawilling to receiue 
and imbzace it her ſelfe alſo. | 
E«+,65.5.ca9, F02 wheras firſt of all their doctrine is charged with he- 
26, relle, therein they complaine that they haue great wzong 
| don them. | 
5. C ny, e, Foz they ſay that thoſe are not hereticks, which haue been 
WET either conuinced vpon ſmall ground to ſwarue from the 
iudgement of the Church of Rome, oz they which ſay that 
three are Antipodes, oʒ men dwelling vnder þ ground, as 
Pope Zacharie would haue it,o2 they which will not obey 
all the conſtitutions ofthe Pope as the Canoniſts haue de- 
creede, 02 thoſe which do not agree fo; the keeping of Ca- 
ſter, as Pope Victor would haue at: oz finally thoſe which 
do not giue credit fo all thoſe thinges which are deliuered 
fo; trueth in the Church of Rome ( foz other wiſe - — 
ou 
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ſcould be hereticks which would not beleeue that Saint 
Dominick wzought moze miracles then Chꝛiſt and all the ue r. f. 
Apdſtles, that the ſaid Domicick is greater the Iohn Bap- pare, 3.cop.1.5.3 
tiit, and finally that all the trimme tales of Saint Fraun- 
cis the Sonne of Bat nardo and others, are to be credited © /ne>- 
onder paine of being condemned foz hereſie) 02 laſt of all, , “ 
thoſe that do not belæue that all Cmperours, Kings, pzin- who may 
tes, and every humaine creature is ſubiect to the Popes eucly be cal. 
tempozall Swoꝛd. le 2 the here» 
But the Golpellers lay that they are the right Vere - ,,:-... 
ticks,firſt, that bzing into the Church a doarine contrar v cc. pe. 18, 
to the rule of faith, oꝛ belxefc of the Ch2iſtians : ſecondlipe, 5. 
that make a departure from the Catholick church, that hol- 7:45. 
deth the pure doctrine of God : laſt of all, thoſe who being 
ſolemnelye admomilhed, do obſtinatelye continue in their . 7» 3. 
trrours, that haue bene made manifeſt vnto them. 1. Tn.. 
But as los then, they potelt that they haue [warned 34 - 
neither from the rule ol faith. and ozdinarye creede of the 3% 
Chꝛiſtians, noꝛ from thoſe foure moſt auntient councels, J 
meane the Councell of Nice, Conſtantinople, Epheſus,and 
Chalcedon,noz from the Crede of Athanaſius, no2 finallye * 
from any parte of the woꝛd of God, noz haue birne cited by 
due courſe of Lawe, oz excommunicated by competent oz 
met Judges, 02 pꝛoued to be out of the way, but that they 
baue al wates either lawfully giuen an account of their docs 
frine.o2 conueniently referred themſelnes, and ſolemnelye 
appealed to a generall and free councell of all Chziſtendom. Thee the 
Foz that the councell of Trent was not a fre councell, they ouncclof 
pꝛoue by ſtozies, by whichit is manifeſt how that Cerui- Trent was dot 
nus,Polus, and other Cardinals erpelledthence, Iacobus 2 fre and /aw- 
Nachiantes Biſhop of Clodia Foſſa, Dominicus Wilhel- full councelk 
mus of Uenice, Paulus Vergerius Biſhep of Juſtinople, 
and many other,vpon mere ſaſpition that they fauoured 
the Goſpell, and fag certaine ſpeeches repugnant to their 


poptth errours. 
And 
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That the Vi- And as foz the calling ot their Piniſters, which firſt 
er: | began to aſſault the papacte: they anſwere , that they were 
church were Called, partly extreozdinarilic , (the Lozd ſtirring vp their 
bothextraor- barts, and inflaming them moze and moze with the zeale of 
dinarihe,and the glozie of his ſonne) and partly oꝛdinarilie, by Bagt- 
or 5manic  ftrates and Pzinces, many people of ſundzie Nations yel- 
ding their conſent thereunto, and rendering God thanks foz 
ſo great a bleſſing . Which not onely that P2inces may 
doe, but alſo that theyare bound to doe, whenſoeuer Chur- 
ches are anewe, in regarde of theix outwarde and viſible 
fome, either to be eſtabliſhed,oz to be refe2zmed and clean- 
ſed from thoſe erroꝛs, which thzough the fanlt of them that 
ſhould maintaine and pꝛeſerue Religion , were crept in: 
That the pro- they pꝛoue by the flatte commandement of God, and by the 
reſtanes do- eramples of Eezechias, Ioſaphat, Ioſias, and other religi- 
ctriae u not dus Pꝛintes. Foz whereas laſt of all they accuſe the Reli- 
** gion of the Goſpellers,of noueltie, therein they complaine, 
that Gods trueth is greatly iniuried. Foz the Goſpellers 
pꝛoteſt, that they holde no other docrine, then that whereby 
Adam, Seth, Noe, Abraham, and the reſt of the Patriarks, 
were ſaued, and which, Chziſt, the Apoſtles , the ſire fix ſte 
Councels,and the moze auncient and ſounder ſoꝛt of the fa- 
| 7% church Thers,did pꝛeach: vntill at length, the deuill( while the huſ- 
like the moon, bandmen ſlept) had peſtered the Loꝛds field with ſuch ſtozs 
of tares, that the pure wheate could not at all be ſ&ne , foz 
cockle and darne ll. Foz although God wil haue his church 
pꝛeſerued, yet he hath not appointed that it ſhould alwaies 
Gf ] _ fande inher full ſtrength and flouriſhing eſtate, butſuffe- 
Kr rethit, like the Mone, ſometime to weare, and ſometime 
to ware: So in the dates of Noe, orfelie eight were p2e- 
Aa- , ſerued in the Arcke againft the ſloud. Do in the time of Eli- 
How rrue<®- ah, there are ſaid to haue beene flue thouſand, that imbzaced 
wp: ed. the true doctrine. So finallie,in the time of Chziſtes appca- 
ring,the Church was ſo darckned , that there was thought 
ſcarce one oʒ two to be left, And aſter the gracious birth of 
our 
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dur Sauiour Chꝛiſt, as it were within th: circles of a 

thouſand and ſtue hundꝛed peares: the Church in like man · 

ner,ſemeth to haue by little and little, decaped. 
Foz in the firſt flue hundꝛed yeares, true religion began 

to wꝛeſtle with errour : and in the nert fine hundzed, to 
peeld to it, vntill at length in the other fine hundzed peres 
it was ſo ouer whelmed, that it gaue no light on any ſide. 
Neither fo2 all that doeth it followe herenpon , that 


either the Church was at any time cleane ertinguiſhed , oz 75! be 


that we now are at variance with the church: fo2 þ church 


of Chꝛiſt hath alwates beene, and ſhalbe al wates , as long 1:0c4. 


as the Loꝛd Chꝛiſt ſhall raigne, with whoſe helpe it is ſo 
ſuppoꝛteo, that pet notwithſtanding, the fozme therof is not 
alwates viſible. 

Agarnlt this church, the Pꝛoteſtants ſ2y, that they haue 
now no quarrell, becauſe together with her, they doe with 
one conſent, woz ſhippe one God , and the Lo2de Ch21fk, acs 
toꝛding as he hath al waies bene woꝛſhipped of all the god 
lie. Eutthey ſay, that they haue departed from that Dinas 


gogue , which hath not kept the true faith, in pꝛeferring NO why 


mens inuentions befoze the woꝛd of God, which would lay 


intollerable burthens vpon them, wbich would beare rule dom (4c 
ouer their bꝛethꝛen, which wo::ld fo bidde the ſincere pꝛea / church of 
ching of the wo2d , and right adminiſtration of the Sacra- Noa. 


ments, which vſeth cucry yeare fo curſe and banne her,to- 
gether with the churches of Africa, Cgypt, Spꝛia, the Caſt 
churches the churches of Aua, and Grete, which perſecus 
teth the godlie, and will admitte no refozmation, which hath 
tcoꝛrupted thoſe things which were neteſſarte in the church, 
e nioyned thoſe thinges to be kept of neceſſitte , which were 
fre, and retained tho thinges which were naught and 
burtfull, which hath tied the Catholicke church to Rome, 
which hath wilfullte polluted her (clfe with all inde of abs 
bominations. 

J x And 


The triall of trueth. 


And thercfoze they pꝛoteſt that thep haue done this of 
neceſſitie , namely, that they might obey the commaunde- 
ment of the Loꝛde, and that their conſciences might not be 
defiled with their Aduer ſaries co2rupt doctrine : and that 
they might not become lubiea to thole puniſhments which 

Where the Hang cuer them. 

Charchhakn Vut where then, will they ſay , hath the Church lapen 
ven bidde a o hidden fo long? ©2 if the Churchof Nome were not the 
ach scden true and Catholicke Church, muſt then al men be damned? 

The Soſpellers anſwere, firſt that their were alwaies 
ſome, both in the Caſt Churches, and alſo in Poperie it 
ſelfe, which milliked theſe coꝛruptions of the Komiſh Sy- 
nagogue and both by liuely vopce, and alſo by wzitings in- 
ucighed againſt them, 

Foz that thep may ſay nothing of the Auncient fathers, 
and the whole Pziinitiue Church, which the Coſpellers 
affirme to agr& with them in all poyntes in the Articles 
of faith;they pꝛaue that euen in theſe later ages thers were 

Greg weg. many that ſubſcribedto this refozmation of religion, 

= "hi Foz Gregory the great,although he bolſtered vp manxe 

Ilan. hic. foul errours:pet in this he iudged rightly,that he was anti⸗ 
"  Conſtantepiſt,35 chꝛiſt, which would ſuffer himſelle to be called the Cheete 
J Prieſt, and Vniuerſall Biſhop. 

I. der 13,49, Ebethardus Biſhop of Haliſburghj. pꝛouep by a mott᷑ pf. 

ſl 685. andin thie Oꝛation in a ceuncell at Reinburgh, that the Popes 

eee. were Antich:ifts, the foundation of whoſe Kingdome Hil- 
% 4 3 dcbrand had laied, SEE 
7:2chimef cs. Joachim of Calabzia alioat the berpſame time, did in 
habrie. © like manner call the Popez Yereticks. Frauncis Petrarch 
Prawn Pe- both in other places ol his w2itings,and eſpeciallpe in his 


* _ n, twentith Epillle, dooth with great carne ſtnes crye out a- 
drcd foure- gainſt the Popes. Arnulph Biſhop of D:leance,in a coun- 


ſcore and ſiue gell helde at RYHCMEs, did opcaly pa nounce the Popes to 


Jertes oe. be Antichziſts. 
Leco. 3.4 


Barnard - 


The triall of trueth, 


Barnard in the pre of onr Lo2d r 550. inueighted againſt i 1 2 50 
the Popes as the very Antichꝛiſts. Jn þ ſame age Micha- ati Conre- 


30 


el Centenas like wiſe openlye charged the Pope to be Anti- 
chꝛiſt. lerome Souaronola of Ferrarta, pzeched thꝛough- 
out all Italie, both that the Pope was Antichꝛiſt and that 
bis doctrine was wicked, fo2 the which cauſe he was bur- 
ned at F loꝛence by Alexander theſirt. Thomas Rhedon 
did directly condemn þ papacie, and was foz the ſameburnd 
by Eugenius the 4. Laurentius Valla almoſt an hundzeth 
peeres agoe, by calling Rome Babilon, the Pope Anti⸗ 
chꝛiſt, and the donation of Conſtantine a fozgerie of the 
Popes : did couragiouſip ſet himſelfe againſt them, and be- 
ing bantſhed fo the ſame, was very honourablye enterfat- 
ned by the Bing of Naples. lohn Wicklicfe did mightilye 
impeache and alſault the papacie in England. After him 
followed not long after, lohn Hus and Icrome of Prage, 
condeinned to death at p councell of Conſtance, contrary to 
the Emperour Sigilmundes publick warrant : and there 
burned fo2 the true religion: vntill at length Martin Luther 
following them, as it were wich the fatal field and laſt bat- 
tell, began moꝛe openlye and direalpe both to vnfolde the 
trueth of religion, andalſo to impugne the papacie. The 
wozlde would haue ſtopped his courſe by many meanes. 
Fo2 Maximilian the Emperour at Auſburge in the pere 
15 18. and Charles the fifth, with Ferdinando and many 0- 
ther Kings and Pꝛince s, firſt in the peere 1521. at Woor- 
mes, then in the pete 1 5 23. at Norimberge, afterwardes 
in the peere 524. at Ratisbone, and in the pere 15:9, at 
Spire, moꝛeouer in the pare 1530. at Ausburgh, a- 
gaine in the peere 1532. at Ratisbone, and in the rare 
15 40. at Hagano, 4 themſelues heard the defence of 
Luther with bis owne mouth, and partlye cauſed his doc⸗ 
trine te be examined by their aſſtgnes, But luhen they per⸗ 
ceiued that they nothing pꝛeuailed be baniſhment, impꝛi- 


I 


. 
— 


ſonment, 


bene Roden 


Larwentiws Val, 


4 
69. 


"hn ich. irte, 


Jahn Hut. 


low of Praga 


The triall of 


Marin Luihey, 


The triall of trueth. 


fonment, burning. and all kinde of tozments,at length they 
The counſeliof were fozced to hearken to the aduice of Gamaliel, who 
G-maielard counſelled the Jewes to let the Apoſtles alone. Foz it 
of the prieſts. this enterpzice 02 buſines were of men. it would come to 
paſſe , that it ſhould ſhoztly be bzought to nought: but if it 
f were of God, it could not be that it ſhculd be ouerthzowen. 
a feockb Let all men therefoze thinke the ſame of the religion of 
wee the Refozmed church. and in the meane while, O ye kings 
kings & prin- and p2inces, and inbabitants of the whole wozlde, which 
ces to finde out arg deſirous of euer laſting life, rouſe bp pour (clues, deals 

the ue. wilelp, ſerue the Lozd in feare,and reiopce in trembling, 

kifſe the ſonne leaſt he be angrie,and pe periſh in 
the way, when his wzath ſhalbe but a li⸗ 
tle kindled, bleſſed are all thoſs 

that truſt in him. | 
\ | 
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The triall of trueth. J1 


The Conchitfion. 


JT Veſe were the things (god Readers that lone pouc ſat- 

uation,) which J thought god to wiite at this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, concerning the appointing of a Judge foz the contro⸗ 
uerſles of religion, and the finding out of the trueth of the 
right religion, and Catholicke Church. Mhec in, becauſe J 
take it, that J haue ſaid nothing which J cannot make good 
by manifeſt pꝛofes, either of the holy Scriptures , 02 Ca- 
tholick Fathers, oz els euen of thoſe authonrs themſclucs, 
whoſe teſtimonies J haue truely alleadged: Surely it is 
meete and right, that all thoſe that loue the trueth, ſhoulve 
be ſtirred vp to ſ&eke out the way of eternall life:and with - 
out parttall iudgement, to know the tructh of religion, and 
of the church: without the which, ſaluation is not to be had. 
And now, that which remaineth, let vs with all our hearts 
beſech our onely malter, the Loꝛd Jeſus Ch2iſt , that wee 
may be taught many things moze which wee knowe nof, 
by him, from whom we haue receiued theſe things which 
we doe know: let vs pzay him, that of his mercie pꝛeuen⸗ 
ting vs, and furthering vs, he would teach vs thoſe thinges 
Which being to be knowen fo2 our comfozt, wee are not ig- 
no;ant of, kepe vs in thoſe things which we knowe to be 
true, ſtrengthen vs in thoſe things wherein we ſtagger ,be- 
ing true, and deliuer vs from thoſe things which are falſe; 
that ſo in our thoughts and wozds he may finde that, which 

he doeth pzofitably geue vs: and may cauſe thoſe things 
to pzoceedfrom vs, which may be acceptable to 
Cod, and p2ofitable to men. Amen. 
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Faults eſcaped in the printing. 


Eafe 3.4. line 23. there lacke theſe wordes : and man. 

Leafe 7 þ.line 1. put out vied. Leafe 30.2. line 22, for of, read to Leaſe 
II. a lne y. both in the text and in the margent,read ſiſt, for firſt. Leafe 
15. b. in the lauter of the two firſt verſes inmeeter , the laſt word of the 
verſe, tead the ſame. Lcaſe 25. b. line 29.read there are, for three ate. and 
line 33.for at rad it. 
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